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First, to my parents for bringing me to this 
beautiful world... a little ahead of my time 
perhaps, but here I am. 


Then my extremely tenacious wife, Padma for 
holding the fort and putting up with my 
craziness. 


Next, to all my friends who have rendered help 
in cash and kind.. especially my co-author 
Namitha, who delved deeper into my mind than 
others and continues to guide my creative 
efforts. Abhishek, with the spirit of a Warrior of 
Light, for appearing on my horizon quite 
suddenly and contributing crucial ideas towards 
this work. The Great Saif for humoring me with 
shayari and being a patient listener while 
forgiving the promises I have made him for a 
lucrative job and finally, Manjunath for endless 
daru and conversation. 
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who have shared my heart and time.. it is to 
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May you bring understanding to this human 
civilization at the crossroads of change and 
opportunity. 
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ability to weave words and sentences to express 
your infinite energy. 


Finally, to You dear reader, for reading this book 
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Bangalore, 27 February 2015 


K-12 India 


Cumulative & Consolidated 
Progress Report 


Every 90 minutes a teenager tries to commit 
suicide in India. Many of these attempts are 
half-hearted cries for attention, help and 
love. 


But every six hours, one succeeds. 


Student Suicide Statistics 
http: / /aasrasuicideprevention.blogspot.in/2013 


/08/student-suicide-statistics-india. html 


Over 16,000 students committed suicide in 
2009-11. (According to the Health Ministry) Out 
of every three cases of suicide reported every 15 
minutes in India, one is committed by a youth in 
the age group of 15 to 29. 


Grade Awarded: D 


Comments: Not eligible to re-apply as it is 
completely outdated. 
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Architects of India’s Learning Revolution 


Why.. 

Teaching is Out, Learning is INP 

You may have seen someone wearing a t-shirt 
that said.. "I was born intelligent, education 
ruined me." Perhaps that message was intended 
to recover some lost opportunity that lies in the 
wonders of childhood and the curious creativity 
of adolescence. 


The Vedic Rishis knew something that eludes 
our distracted mind today. At the same time, 
there must also have been some proclivity to an 
error of human nature that resulted in the 
decline of the Gurukul system. The four-fold 
division of society was fluid at first, that ensured 
a harmony of purpose, something that is not 
quite apparent but observable as_ physical, 
emotional, intellectual and spiritual endeavor. 


I often wondered, while working the grueling 
night shift at a call-center in Bangalore, why the 
company did not have two sets of employees, 
one in the US and the other in India to provide 
24/7 support, working through the day when we 
were awake and much more likely to avoid costly 
mistakes as the body would have received the 
proper amount of sleep at the proper time?? 


Welcome to India — a land of hi-tech knowledge 
workers and bullock carts with its owner 
plugged to his cell-phone, where you are going to 


bump into forms of God in every corner and 
every lane, and the irony —- that you are equally 
liable to meet the Devil, the Rakshasa and the 
Asura in their many disguises and remain 
trapped in the Maa-Tricks of human foibles. 
Where you will be greeted with sublime 
expressions of tremendous depth and just 
across the road, you will find human beings 
sleeping with dogs. If you are not familiar with 
this land where cows and not human 
pedestrians have right-of-way, what will surprise 
you the most is that we are perfectly okay living 
day in and day out with such contradictions. 


Every year, thousands of graduates leave our 
institutions of learning without learning much 
but armed with a degree printed on maplitho 
paper that is meant to be a passport to a job and 
a life of meaning and purpose. Yet, in real life, 
the ones who "make it" are not necessarily the 
only ones who are academically inclined. Many 
other factors play a role and a few years spent in 
an ivy-league institution is an experience 
restricted to only a small minority. 


After all, how many of us have a degree from 
Harvard or Cambridge or IIT or IM? And how 
many have the patience and Linguistic - 
Mathematical neural pathways, the primary 
pillar of most education systems globally, to 
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pursue four-year degrees when important things 
can change in days rather than weeks?? Those 
institutions or that manner of thinking was 
erected during a phase of our civilization when 
there was no electricity and internet, minds that 
somehow believed in the shadows of a one-sided 
worldview with inhumanly drawn lines of 
passports and visas, erecting barriers between 
those who have access to pertinent knowledge — 
the kind that can solve issues here & now, and 
the ones who do not. 


The fundamental basis of that worldview is 
scarcity and a hierarchy of power energized by 
fossil fuel and a dying ideology that is based on 
an incomplete understanding on one hand anda 
deliberate manipulation of the human mind on 
the other. 


Not anymore, definitely not after 9-11. 


We are living with immense possibility, where 
anyone with the proper access to knowledge can 
create new avenues of expression that lies in the 
limitless creativity of human being. Health, 
wealth, emotional well-being and _= spiritual 
insight is now potentially available to every 
single member of the human race. 


Indeed, what prevents the realization of 
universal health and prosperity is something 


completely different from previous challenges 
which were more external in character. What 
prevents us to realize the possibilities now is 
based more on personal consciousness than 
anything else. 


To use a metaphor for this reality, we can 
visualize the thought process of a_ fully 
empowered human as the movements of a 
Butterfly who enjoys complete awareness and 
perception. Humanity can now be divided on the 
scale of this knowing which translates into 
abundant health, wealth, love and inspiration. 


Those who firmly swear by the realities of 
scarcity, which can take physical, emotional, 
intellectual or spiritual forms, are Caterpillars 
who neither see nor understand the value of the 
Z Axis of Being. 


There is a fundamental difference of perception 
between the two worlds. The Caterpillar that 
clings to familiar structures and established 
routines, seldom exploring other possibilities, 
perceives the Butterfly as someone completely 
unstable and insecure. However, once initiated 
into the world of the Butterfly, would any 
Caterpillar consider returning to its limited 
roots? 


In the linear world of the Caterpillar, where 
12 


everything is still confined to pen and paper, 
rules and regulations, haves and have-nots, 
the Z axis has only intellectual value much like 
knowing all about bicycles or a_ surf-board 
without actually exploring the possibility of 
experiencing new waves of joy and ecstasy. 


So, what is the Z axis? What separates the 
Caterpillars from the Butterflies and how can we 
bridge that gap? 


The intent of this book is to answer precisely 
that. 


Zafar Satyavan, 
Learning Specialist 
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Part I: 


What is Your 
Question? 
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#1 
Learning is IN, Teaching is Out 


The name of this book, derived from the message 
on a t-shirt provided as part of a course 
conducted by Simova Education, Bangalore is 
now beginning to appear relevant. Simova is an 
acronym for Asimov, referring to the science 
fiction writer, Isaac Asimov who inspired the 
founders of the company to launch an online 
course in futuristics. The rationale of the course 
that I took in 2003-04 was that if we travel 
faster and faster, it becomes necessary to know 
and therefore plan, for what lies ahead. 
Therefore, it is interesting to know what 
happened before, quite important to know what 
is going on now, but much more relevant to be 
able to perceive what glittering horizons are still 
looming in the distance. 


Where do you belong? 
The past that is gone, 
or the Future.. 

trying to be born? * 


If you have a child who is less than 10 years old, 
as I do, you will intimately relate to what I am 
talking about. After all, these new kids on the 
block are different, aren't they? 


Before you think of buying a book or toy 


containing a lesson on the alphabets, he or she 
has already mastered them by pressing the keys 
of your mobile phone! My 19-month daughter is 
infinitely curious about buttons - all kinds of 
them - be they on clothes or electronic gadgets, 
surely orienting herself to the endless keys that 
she will be adept at pressing, much faster than I 
or her mother will ever learn, how?!! 


While we fret and fuss over the pages that she 
will turn on the humungous plethora of books 
available both online and offline, her brain is 
already processing information from every sound 
that she hears, every picture that she sees and 
every sensory input that she is exposed to! Given 
her restless antics of kicking her legs and 
waving her hands, I think she will be 
kinesthetically disposed and therefore take to 
dance. A dance school, perhaps? 


There we go! While I am contemplating on 
sending her to a school that teaches dance, I can 
hear Adity with her babysitter now, between 
feeds and the myriad objects for playing lying 
around our home. Inspite of an assortment of 
toys that would appeal to any toddler of her age, 
she invariably reaches out to my mobile phone 
and the tablet. It is as if she knows the real 
things from the mere objects!! 


I have just returned to my desk with our Acer 
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AMD 1.4 Ghz + 4GB memory + 320 GB hard 
disk laptop running Windows 7 Home edition. I 
have turned off the mobile data service on my 
Android tablet (so I can concentrate on writing 
this) while another netbook with Ubuntu 12.10 
operating system is lying idle nearby. 


Windows appeals to me because I am using 
Wordpad and require Photoshop to edit the 
pictures. Although GIMP (Graphic Image 
Manipulation Program) serves the purpose, I find 
Photoshop a lot easier to use. However, when it 
comes to programming a webpage and 
synchronising files between the client (my 
netbook) and the server (where this book may be 
hosted) there is nothing to beat Bluefish and 
Filezilla. Linux is much more secure and sturdy 
when it comes to web applications. 


There is a fundamental difference between a 
book and an e-book. The e-book that I have in 
mind is more of a webpage, something online 
that can link to audio or video files and therefore 
lends itself to more than just reading or listening 
as audio books can do. Google books render a 
great service but stick to the printed notion of a 
book - no links. 


Books hold our values. 
Books connect us to our higher Selves 
and have the power to change our beliefs. 


Using Mozilla Firefox with all my bookmarks and 
shifting between tabs, I navigate back and forth 
that probably reflect the synapses of my brain, 
Googling and YouTubing for an appropriate 
video. Using the term "the reading brain" I 
found.. 


Deb Roy's Birth of a Word.. 


The video is a visual journey of the first word of 
Deb Roy's son. The keywords that I gathered 
from watching the video are as follows.. 


Childhood | Language | Visual Data 


What makes the printed word on the web so 
different from the one that is inscribed with ink 
on paper? If the intention behind the act of 
publishing a paper is to inform others about 
one's discovery or thought process, why does it 
have to be on paper? 


Qo 
C Is a printed Book the ONLY way 
to share an idea? 


Everything changed irreversibly in April 1993 
when the Mosaic 1.0 browser was released on 
the Internet. Since that day, anyone with an 
internet connection and necessary software can 
publish anything online. Now, we can even 


access the content on our mobile smart phones. 
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By that count, perhaps the most widely accepted 
publishing platform is now, Facebook and 
Twitter. 


Although, access to learning has never been 
easier, we are yet to completely accept the idea 
that electronic expression demonstrates learning 
just as much as writing in pen and paper. E.g, if 
I make a short video and upload it to my 
account on YouTube, receiving 1000 views and 
several likes, does it demonstrate that my 
information has value? 


Why not? 


If you went to school during the 1980's like 
myself, everything had to be done on paper. First 
of all, we were given a school calendar, covered 
with the logo/insignia of our school with 
something written in Latin (Why?) Then we had 
text-books as prescribed which we had to 
purchase from crowded book-stores. We were 
always on the lookout for used books, passed 
down by some one senior who had completed all 
the exercises in them. The main activity was 
memorizing facts and spewing them out in tests 
and exams. Our reputation was built on 
successful accomplishment of the same routine 
conducted over and over again. Nobody asked if 
the English teacher had ever written a poem and 
the History teacher never told us about 


important landmarks around our town which 
surely contained pieces of the history of our own 
family trees, something far easier to relate to. 


By extending the same wierd logic, the 
Economics professor in college did not mention 
anything about the most fundamental concept 
on the basis of which the subject is built - What 
is Money? 


Behind the architecture of the entire education 
system that we have today: K-12 and then 
university, is simply about a particular skill in 
memorizing and then faithfully reproducing the 
same in standardized tests. 


That is the way I cracked the compulsory 
Mathematics paper in High School. I gathered 
question papers from previous years and made a 
probability graph for all the likely topics. Would 
the question-setter repeat a single topic thrice? 
Deducing the likelihood earned me 84% as I was 
off by only two problems that I could not solve. 


The board exams were just the preliminary one 
before a long list of exams. Pre-University, 
entrance exams to professional courses, 
graduation, GMAT, GRE, TOEFL.. Perhaps the 
real evolutionary reason behind our fascination 
with exams is our own crisis of credibility. Can 
Human Beings be trusted with a planet that has 
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thousands of life-forms? How are we performing 
in that context? 


human behavior and which one 


QO » What are the different stages of 
¢ is being demonstrated here? 


There are four stages of human _ behavior. 
(Explained in more detail in Chapter 5) The first 
stage is about power. In the beginning, we are 
powerless. We have no choice but to play 
according to the ways in which our parents 
would respond. We cry to be fed. We learn to do 
those things that get attention and off we go! 


The second stage is.. "What's in it for me?" 
Actions are only performed if there is an 
appropriate incentive. Candy for being "good" for 
instance. The third stage is about.. "How can I 
please You?" This stage of behavior is exhibited 
by slightly older children who have learnt to 
associate power with preferences. By that time, 
we have learned that some adults are more 
capable than others. Some will oblige to our 
requests more than others. Reaching the fourth 
stage indicates a cetain amount of maturity, 
where/when we behave in a socially acceptable 
manner that is the right thing to do. This stage 
is heavily borrowed with mannerisms inherited 
from authority figures, beliefs, values and other 
kinds of social conditioning. 


You can extrapolate this information and 
analyze any situation of your life that involves a 
human person to understand the level of 
behavior being demonstrated. 


Most human beings do not reach for activating 
their full potential simply due to a fear of failure. 
Life is carefully "planned" in order to avoid 
failure through achievement of socially validated 
goals. The feeling in the heart, towards 
cherished dreams and the imagination of 
happiness is mostly ignored. 


Why? 


The whole point of being "educated" is to acquire 
the basic skills and literacies to function 
productively in society, understand all aspects of 
our Being and come to terms with challenges 
that confront us. More than this, it is about 
finding one's center, not just intellectual but 
emotional as well as spiritual, the one that can 
guide us through the complexities of human life 
in the 21st century. We are at a crucial point 
where/when it is necessary for each and every 
human mind to find this center and fulfill its 
unique and specialized role. 


The trouble is we are dealing with a situation 
where our institutions are trying to preserve 
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their own influence instead of providing us with 
the means for which they were created in the 
first place! 


The institution of marriage and family does not 
provide us with love. The legal system does not 
enable us to understand each other better. The 
pharmaceutical industry does not invest in the 
solution of illness and disease. The practice of 
ritual and _  *religion does not lead _ to 
enlightenment! 


The truth is always visible, accessible (within) 
but we are taught to falsify the inner knowing 
and instead focus on the outer reality, and shut 
up in the name of decorum - at home, in school, 
university or at the workplace in the name of 
some belief that seemingly cannot be challenged. 
We realize very early that we have to play the 
game in order to gain the favors of those who we 
could not possibly see eye-to-eye. If we follow 
this process to the logical end, we arrive at a 
simple question. 


CO Do you remember how you felt 
when you told a lie for the first time? 


We learn to betray our self when we learn to 
“tweak” our speech according to what we desire 
and then the power of technology and 


governance is organized to take advantage of our 
vulnerability and keep us from learning and 
therefore to access our own power - to change 
things. 


Thus, bridging the digital divide is about 
changing the stage of human behavior from 
mostly, "what's in it for me?" to "how can we 
maximize the benefits?" Changing commitment 
from shareholders to solutions that work for 
everybody. Solutions that are increasingly self- 
organizing, do-it-yourself in character. It takes a 
certain amount of reflection to realize that this is 
the only natural and sustainable approach. 


My co-author, Abhishek pointed this out very 
simply as we watched a game of cricket, played 
by the youths of a college near his home in 
Mumbai. “See, everyone is completely absorbed 
and everyone is learning!” 


Life is indeed a game for those who understand 
its multi-faceted dimensions. 


Neat, brother! © 


* Something Divine 
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#2 
Assessment is NOT Education! 


I scored "Letter marks" in Mathematics in the 
High School Leaving Certificate exam. In India, 
letter-marks signify some mastery over a subject 
and this I did not achieve by working extra hard 
but by carefully analyzing and predicting the 
question paper set by the Meghalaya Board of 
School Education in 1988. I was very far from 
mastering Math considering the fact that two 
years ago, in Grade-VIII (we used Roman 
numerals) I scored a dismal 4 out of 100 in the 
scholarly game of numbers. 


Such a drastic improvement in the markings 
over a span of two years was never planned but 
accomplished almost as an_after-thought, 
between frantic calculation of the time left in the 
time-table for examinations, displayed 
ominously at the school notice board and 
frequent exploration of other activities such as 
reading books from State Central Library, 
magazines, television serials, cinema and 
cricket. 


English, History and Geography were friends. 
Rarely did these subjects ever trouble me except 
with the length of the answer required as 
indicated by the number of marks allotted to a 


question. I never followed the enterprising guys 
who always went for extra sheets to scribble 
more and therefore impress the paper examiner. 
If there were more marks, then there had to be a 
longer story to tell, otherwise just give them 
what they ask for, was my rationale - and it 
served me well. 


There was a certain Aakash Book House by the 
main road of the school I attended, which was 
run by an enterprising man with a French 
beard. Yes, boys noticed these things as our own 
faces were littered with budding saplings and 
signs of promising forests. ABH prominently 
displayed compilations of past question papers, 
categorized by subject, starting from school 
leaving examinations right till university levels. I 
must have collected all the question papers 
available and carefully made a_ prototype 
question paper for all the subjects. 


My strategy worked like magic. Most of the 
subjects were cleared without a hurdle and since 
answering a math question correctly leaves no 
doubts, I cleared 80% and earned the distinction 
figure. Sadly, the question papers prediction 
tactic did NOT serve me in the end. Abba + 
Nandi Sir (the tuition teacher) completely spoiled 
the game by deciding that I was fit for entering 
Pre-University Science at the hallowed halls of 
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Saint Edmund's College. The only interesting 
event (academically) during that year was 
meeting Ananya Shankar Guha, whose 
passionate rendition of "Yes, in the sea of life 
enisled, we mortal millions live alone.." from 
Mathew Arnold's To Marguerite in English 
earned him my friendship which continues on 
Facebook and Twitter @nnyguha48 even today. 


By the end of 1989 I reverted back to under 10 
marks out of the stipulated 100 in Physics, 
Chemistry and advanced manipulation of 
numbers. "Formula putting, answer getting" 
retorted Lahiri Sir, but the answers I received 
were boldly marked in red. I switched to Pre- 
University Commerce at Saint Anthony's College, 
dabbled generously in un-saintly activities but 
emerged winner once again by topping the PU 
Commerce egg-jams. Now I know that the 
formula for the study of Science or Commerce or 
Arts is completely rigged. 


Q2 

C Do we need to study Science 
in order to acquire a scientific 
temperament? Do three years of 
Arts lead to an artistic mind? Does 
a Bachelor of Commerce inculcate a 
commercial manner of thinking? 


Our notion of Education is restricted to the idea 
of a physical building and the Teacher as being 
an all-important facilitator of learning. Research 
proves that we do not learn alike because no 
two individuals’ brain and therefore thought 


process is the same. 


“ ” 
Exam as on 21.02.2015 


BER Gaa 


Google Trends (nttp://trends.google.com) cleany shows our cofective obsession wath 
“exams” Vloridwide, these were the otjes thet searched for “exam” the most 


The primary reason why we are unable to bridge 
the gap between theory and practice is because 
parents/society are unable to take a “leap of 
faith” in the abilities of a child. This can ONLY 
be done through an emotional connection that 
has to be established FIRST. 


Did anybody ask me while I was contemplating 

on various disciplines, what I LIKED to study? 

Did any teacher observe and report to my 

parents who had made valuable investments of 

time, effort and money into my education, where 

my natural inclinations were? What I seemed to 
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do well, without much effort? 


The Selesians of Don Bosco were busy making 
sure if I said the Lord's prayer correctly. The 
parents were always on the lookout if I was up to 
any mischief other than spending ten hours at 
the study table without any noise other than the 
sound of cramming obscure facts written by 
obscure people that had nothing to do with life 
as I was experiencing it first-hand. Great human 
accomplishment has always been about 
pursuing the passion but too many people still 
equate anything serious as an activity that is 
motivated by struggle rather than something 
that is accompanied by natural joy. 


QQ) 


C’ When do we learn how to 
think..? 


I am reminded of a scene in Taare Zameen Par, 
where the Art teacher, Ram Shankar Nikumbh is 
discussing Ishaan's problems at school with his 
parents.[!] "Did you notice any patterns in his 
mistakes?" he asks, but according to Ishaan's 
father they are not patterns but mistakes. 


Most of the needs of a child who is less than ten 
years old are PHYSICAL. Adequate food, air, 
sunlight and comfortable surroundings where 


they can PLAY is all that children need. 


The next decade of life is spent understanding 
the basis of one's identity. It is the EMOTIONAL 
body that comes into play at this stage of life. 
This is when we register the different stories that 
we are told and authority figures are established 
as heroes and heroines. 


It is only when our physical and emotional needs 
are met and a healthy balance is established 
that we can figure out our own place in the 
world and map our journey. THINKING is only 
possible when we have some idea about who we 
are as a thinker! 


The next stage is to determine our fundamental 
assumptions of life and our personal choice to 
either accept or go beyond what we 
unconsciously BELIEVE. 


=> a eu IEW | ARJUN SINGH 
Wer HE ister 
=e Q.1 Isn't it ridiculous s that a student who gets 90% marks 
sannot get into od college? 
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solutions as there is a lack of resources. 


It is easy to see why our experience in India is so 

mired in conflict. Our social experience lays 

much more emphasis on what adults believe 

while our basic requirements are hardly met. We 

are made to deal with superficial ideas of religion 

and differences of language while ignoring the 
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basic fact of being human. 


The International Commission on Education for 
the 21st Century in its report [see Footnotes] to 
the UNESCO entitled, Learning: The Treasure 
Within makes a clear case for a complete 
departure from the conventional aims of 
education to four pillars - learning to know, 
learning to do, learning to live together and 
learning to be as the foundation of education. 


"Because the next century will provide 
unprecedented means for communication and for 
the circulation and storage of information, it will 
impose on education two demands. First, 
education must transmit, efficiently and on a 
massive scale, an _ increasing amount of 
constantly evolving knowledge and know-how 
adapted to a _ knowledge-driven  cwilization, 
because this forms the basis of the skills of the 
future. At the same time, it must find and mark 
the reference points that will make it possible, on 
the one hand, for people not to be overwhelmed 
by the flows of information and, on the other, to 
keep the development of individuals and 
communities as its end in view. Education must, 
as it were, simultaneously provide maps of a 
complex world in constant turmoil and _ the 
compass that will enable people to find their way 
in it." 


The question is how? 


Certainly not by compartmentalizing knowledge 
into water-tight boxes each labeled, not to 
facilitate exploration or inquiry, but only to 
make the job easier for the facilitator. In a world 
where information can be stored endlessly and 
shared instantaneously, the real test of mastery 
does not mean performance in a test but actual 
research and sharing of insight that throws new 
light into a discipline or problem. 


Critical Attributes of 21° Century Education 


lutegrated and 
loterdivciplinary 


Global Clawrooms. 


Technologies & Clobalization 


Miuritionedia 


Stuident-C entered 21" Century Skills 





Relevant, Rigorows 
Project. Based & ant Real world 
Research Drives 


Adapting fo ued Creating 
Constant Personal and Social 
Changr, and Lifelong Learning 
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Q2 

C Under what subject should 
students learn about the Universal 
Declaration of Human _ Rights? 
Why? 


I was completely fascinated by the two-words 
motto of the International Academy for Creative 
Teaching in 2002 in Bangalore which simply 
said: Create Future. Launched by the visionary 
Chenraj Jain of the Jain Group of Institutions, | 
was lured into its one-year programme - 
Bachelor of Creative Teaching. The course was 
designed by a very charismatic teacher [see 
Footnotes] who made a deep personal impact 
and completely changed my outlook about 
education in general and teaching in particular. 


We started the day with an inspiring talk 
delivered by one of the faculty members followed 
by Yoga. After that, we made presentations and 
had numerous group discussions divided into 
Communication Skills, Creativity and Creative 
Pursuits, Education Studies, Technology as a 
Tool, Counseling, School and Classroom 
Management and finally, Pedagogic Studies 
where I had chosen Social Science. Classroom 
sessions were quite informal and very interesting 
as the faculty had considerable freedom about 
content and methods of delivery. 


Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the 
course was the exploration of Creativity which 
underlined everything we did at iACT. We 
engaged more than one sense as we interacted 
with sports-persons, artists and academia 
through Creative Person of the Week. We also 
underwent a theatre workshop, dealing with 
more than one language while understanding a 
concept which personalized the experience 
leading to profound engagement and much 
better retention. 


While we were examined in a _ conventional 
written paper-based test at the end, there was 
additional information recorded in the form of 
informal assessments as well as_ personal 
reflection recorded in our journals. My favorite 
grade descriptor said.. "Is extremely creative in 
his expression and during the semester has 
widened the horizons of his interests..." and 
"ever willing to experiment, he has consciously 
attempted to think differently." 


Personally, iACT left very strong impressions 
besides transforming my understanding of 
pedagogy and learning. Having access to 
broadband internet and a good library (my 
favorite haunt) helped me _ to _ formulate 
something that I think is revolutionary. I realized 
that g.o.d is a Verb and it was doing something 
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to me.. goading me, coaxing me to stretch my 
limits, move beyond comfort zones and challenge 
assumptions. 


It all culminated at the convocation ceremony in 
2005 where Subroto Bagchi, the founder of 
MindTree [see Footnotes] made the following 
speech: 


It is a great occasion for the 2005 batch of 
graduating teachers. It is also a great day for the 
faculty and administration to have given the 
world another set of people whose impact is going 
to be disproportionately large. 


I am honored to be here with all of you to share 
your joy, your hopes. As teachers, on behalf of all 
the lives you will touch, I have a few things to ask 
of you. It is going to be a long and somewhat 
unusual list — so I seek your indulgence. 


Here goes my list: 


First, I pray to you that you teach me the 
value of inclusion. 


The people who write my text books and the ones 
who prescribe the syllabi will not tell you, how 
important inclusion is for me to do well in life. 
Without the sense of inclusion, I will not know 
that boundaries are meant to be pushed — not to 
be lived in. 


Take for example the fact that I clean my house 
but empty my garbage on the road. 


That is because, the road is not “included” in 
what I deem to be my own. 


I feed my own child but do not enquire if the maid 
has eaten today. Her hunger is not included in 
my hunger. 


I take my child to the movie but do not ask him to 
call the neighbor's child. That child's seclusion is 
outside my zone of parenting. So, Teacher — teach 
me inclusion. 


I pray to you to teach me to communicate. 


More I am caught in the rat race of the common 
entrance tests and cut throat competition - 
everyone will tell me that my survival depends on 
my power to impress and in that urge, more I 
impress, the less I will communicate. Teach me to 
speak and be able to write such that Iam able to 
convey what I feel. 


Teach me to communicate with the simplicity of 
the child and the nakedness of the flower. 


Teach me to communicate with those who cannot 
speak and hear. 


Teach me to communicate with people less gifted, 
less privileged than I am. 
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Teach me to communicate with those who have 
come before me and those who will follow. 


Teach me to communicate with things animate 
and inanimate. 


I pray to you to teach me to understand the 
nature of things. 


O' Teacher, teach me "sense making" in an 
increasingly senseless world. Teach me not just 
what is good or what is bad. I may not always be 
lucky to be in situations that will be simply either 
black or white. 


In a world in which Gods will have feet of clay 
and Godmen will be more men and less God, 
teach me how to make sense of things such that I 
am able to see the larger picture, I am able to 
understand things around me _ without the 
intermediation of soothsayers and _ spiritual 
Gurus. Teach me such that I am able to, and 
willing to, receive inputs from everywhere and 
wisdom from some. 


But in moments of crisis, teach me such that Iam 
able to come to my own conclusions. 


As you teach me to deal with moments of crisis — 
teach me how to come out of them without 
residual toxicity. 


For there will be moments in life when I will see 
the failing of those I have admired. I will see 
cracks in the walls of those who had taught me 
the meaning of strength and solidity. In those 
difficult moments, I should know that sometimes 
situations make people who they are. Teach me 
such that cynicism does not impair my power to 
behold the beautiful nature of creation of which 
the human nature is also a part. 


I pray to you to make me learn. More than 
that, Teacher, teach me how I can learn to 
learn. 


As you prepare me for the wide world in which I 
need to fend for myself and for others, one time 
learning will not be good enough. I will have to 
have the ability to learn newer things and more 
difficult things. Some of it I will need to learn in 
increasingly lesser time. In all this, what will 
become critical is the process of learning itself, 
more than just what I am able to learn. Help me 
to learn newer ways to learn. And that will make 
learning a joy for me. 


As you teach me to learn how to learn, I 
pray to you to teach me to learn from 
unusual sources. 


Teach me how I can learn from small people. As 
people come and touch my lives, as they do small 
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things for me, teach me how I can learn from 
them - things that no classroom will ever teach. 


Teach me to learn sense of duty from the driver of 
the school van who must rise before I do. 


Teach me to learn compassion from the Sisters of 
Charity in whose fragile arms, even death can 
sleep like a baby. 


Teach me to learn contentment from the traffic 
policeman who is paid to inhale carbon monoxide 
for the 76,800 hours of his life that he has to 
stand in the middle of the road. 


Teach me to learn to work unsupervised like the 
ant and the bee who do not need anyone to 
breathe down their neck so they add value each 
new day as they wake up to work. 


As I learn to learn from unusual sources, I 
pray that you teach me to appreciate the 
interconnected nature of things. 


Teach me, not just about the way the waves rise 
but what causes them to engulf. Teach me to 
appreciate that the trees I fell, the small creatures 
I kill with indiscriminate use of fertilizers and 
pesticides on the ground, the urban decay I cause 
with my consumptive ways — all catch up with 
awesome imbalances in the natural state of 
things that cause death and destruction and can 


one day, engulf me and whatever else I am trying 
to leave behind. 


Each time I see a scavenging bird on my city's 
skyline, Teacher, tell me why the singing birds 
are going away. And tell me how I can see them 
again, perched on my window sill. 


I pray to you to teach me not just the ability 
to answer, but also the power to question. 


It is because everyone is telling me to do as told. 
Before I know, I am becoming enslaved in a 
social, economic and political state in which 
progress is held hostage because we do not ask 
questions. Only if we ask the questions, we can 
get the answers. If we get the answers, we can 
explore how to establish a higher order of things. 
If we ask the questions, we will also learn to be 
accountable. We will be more willing to accept 
that when we ask the questions, we can be 
questioned too. In that mutuality, truth will 
emerge and balance itself. 


As you teach me the ability to ask questions, 
I also pray to you to teach me the ability to 
say, “I do not know”. 


In all humility, I must admit Teacher, that not 
always will I have all the answers. When I do not 
have the answer, teach me to say, "I do not 


know". I know it takes courage, and self- 
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confidence to say that I do not know. So often I 
see people around me _ keep silent when 
admission of ignorance could have opened them 
to new relationships and new knowledge. Teach 
me the power to say "I do not know" even if it 
causes me momentary. disgrace. Because 
Teacher, when I develop the self-confidence to 
say that I do not know, I will be comfortable in 
being who I am. That will make me more real in 
an increasingly make belief world. 


Just as you teach me to say "I do not know", 
I pray to you to teach me to actively seek 
help. 


Higher my achievements and greater my position 
of power, the more helpless I will become; the less 
I will know about the state of things. In those 
moments of my helplessness, my ego will come in 
my way of seeking help. My workplace will make 
me falsely believe that seeking help is a sign of 
weakness. 


Teach me to seek help from small people, 
Teacher. Teach me that the flower needs help 
from the bee to pollinate. The water needs help 
from the air to raise itself to the sky. 


O' Teacher, please teach me _ such that I 
understand that even the Lord of the Universe 
can do with a little help from me. Hence, I have 


no shame in seeking help from others. 


I pray to you to teach me humility so that I 
am able to receive. 


Our minds become mountains of ego as we know 
more things and become more successful. 
Mountains cannot hold water as the clouds rain 
on them. The mind has to be a valley and not a 
mountain, so that it can become a reservoir of life. 
More I become good at things Teacher, teach me 
to make my mind a valley and not a mountain. 
Make me meek and humble and ordinary so that 
Iempty myself and gain the power to receive. 


As I learn the power of humility, teach me 
about how all things that sustain life on 
earth, come free. 


Teacher, I will live in an increasingly commercial 
world. I will be judged on how much "value" I can 
create by buying and selling things. My personal 
success will be determined by my ability to 
consume. I will not be able to always question the 
ways of the world, but do tell me how all things 
that truly support life, come without a 
consideration for money. 


The cow does not get paid for the milk she gives 
us. 


The earth does not ask for money for the crops 
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we get. 


The sea does not come to get royalties on the 
catch of the day. 


The sun and the air and the river and the clouds 
do not get paid for their services. 


I pray to you to teach me the power of 
silence -— teach me also to raise my voice to 
protect the truth. 


In a world where every moment is going to be full 
of noise, teach me to be quiet. Teach me to 
appreciate the sound of silence. For, in silence I 
can contemplate the power within. 


Teach me to make my point without having to 
raise my voice. 

And teach me to raise my voice Teacher when my 
silence can hurt another life. 


Finally, I pray to you to teach me to develop 
a world view of things. 


Teach me to appreciate that poverty, disease and 
hunger have no nationality. For hundreds of 
years, I have lived in a world with narrow 
domestic walls. In that world patriotism was 
founded on religious bigotry, racial intolerance 
and man's remarkably short view of time. It was 
bounded by barbed wires and smoking guns. In 


the future that I want to create, I want you to 
teach me the power of loving another fellow 
human being. 


Teach me to appreciate diversity and dialogue. 
Teach me tolerance and teach me to remove the 
word "foreign" and "foreigner" from my 
vocabulary. 


This ts my world, Teacher. In this world, I do not 
want to be a foreigner to anyone and I do not 
want to treat anyone like a foreigner. 


With these thoughts, allow me to conclude my 
convocation address. May this day remain with 
you forever and may your path be illuminated 
with the power of a thousand Suns. 


Thank You and Good Luck. 


The speech however, was of no avail. There was 
a change in the management of the Academy 
soon thereafter and the bold initiative fizzled out 
due to ugly internal politics within a few 
months. The institution that inspired such a 
powerful vision and stirred our hearts did not 
live long enough to "create a future" we were so 
hopeful about. 
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Receiving the BCT Degree from former Chief Justice 
Venkatachaliah.. 


1. YouTube: Learning Specialist video #2 
2. UNESCO Publication.. 
3. Dr. Gururaj Karajagi. 


4. Taken from the official records, iACT Library. 
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#3 
Expanding Career Limitations 


The news of a heinous crime committed upon a 
6 year old in a school in Bangalore recently is all 
the more outrageous because it was enacted in 
the precincts of an institution that is supposed 
to inculcate values in the young minds of our 
future society. 


So what is going so terribly wrong? 


First, schooling is no longer a noble activity it 
once used to be. Most educational institutions 
are run like a business with money being the 
denominator for most activities. Ask any parent 
of a toddler who goes to play school or any such 
and the amounts being donated will surprise 
you. This is the primary reason for the crazy 
focus on measurable outcomes which is equated 
with marks in an exam. How much is learned 
and internalized within the walls of scholarship 
is anybody's guess. 


As an example of how shallow the thought 
process is inside the mind of someone involved 
in education, reflect on the title of this chapter. 


The sentence is prominently displayed at the 
reception desk of an education consultancy in 
Bangalore. I happened to visit the offices of this 


firm a couple of times to negotiate a partnership. 
It became obvious to me that the proprietor had 
no clue what I was talking about when I reported 
the obvious faux-pas to him. I suggested, 
"expanding career opportunities" but when the 
next time I paid a visit, the mistake was still 
there, I understood that this person had no 
business to be in education. He was just taking 
advantage of a market demand for his services. 
That is how most "managements" of educational 
institutions behave. They are quite oblivious to 
the other, invisible side of education, the sole 
purpose why their clients, the _ students, 
approach them in the first place: to learn, 
comprehend and master something. 


qd 74> Can a Teacher be replaced by 
C' Technology? 


Surprisingly, most of the activities that are 
presently carried out by teachers can be 
automated. If teaching is all about taking roll- 
calls, delivering content, assigning work, grading 
papers and assessing cumulative student 
progress then these can be easily done by well- 
designed software and that too at a fraction of 
the cost minus the administrative drama. 


The REAL job of a teacher is to inspire and 
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awaken curiosity for a subject about which 
he/she is passionate, sharing insight and 
guiding the learner towards new horizons of 
endeavor. Perhaps, the real nature of the 
teacher-pupil relationship gets revealed in 
coaching. The education system as it is 
currently structured creates distance between 
the teacher and the learner. In genuine teaching, 
the distance evaporates as both get to see new 
vistas and climb new heights. Whose happiness 
is greatest when we succeed? Obviously, our 
parents and teachers because both are heavily 
invested in our success. One way or another 
when we succeed, it means they have succeeded 
too! 


While most teaching is focused on developing 
the items on the left side of the graphic that 
follows, the things that are listed on the right are 
equally important. These are not essentially 
taught but demonstrated. It is difficult if not 
impossible to institutionalize this knowledge. 


In that sense, Teachers are not exactly created.. 
a part of them is born and native to their 
personalities. In India, we hold the Teacher- 
Pupil relationship in such high esteem that we 
have forgiven those who have no interest in 
being a Teacher. 


For such persons, teaching is just a job and if 


there is one profession in which engagement and 
involvement should be THE criteria for entrance, 


then teaching would be it. 
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Real teaching is only partly about the degree and 
acquired knowledge. Life itself is the lesson and 
the words and actions of authority figures leave 
impressions that light up our path and guide us 
towards our cherished goals. 


So what is the real intent behind any student 
who walks into an institute, college or academy? 
What informs the choices being exercised by 
these youth? The future that awaits the 
development of this trend is ambiguous as we 
have inherited an antique system that has little 
relevance in the 21st century and the idea that 
we have to work hard and get a degree in order 
to make it big in life is the main culprit. 


Choosing a vocation and a career is much more 
elaborate than simply joining a course. A few are 
well motivated and driven by the success of 
dealing with the system but a vast majority 
stumble into jobs that have no joy of discovery 
and becoming a better person. There must be a 
period of _ reflection, exploration and 
experimentation in order to find out what is it 
that one really wants to do. This cannot be 
rushed as each individual will take his or her 
own time. 


After the Bachelor of Creative Teaching at the 
International Academy for Creative Teaching, I 
spent another year at the same _ institution 


working as Technology Guide. My job was to 
impart ICT skills to would-be teachers, some of 
whom were petrified by the idea of creating a 
power-point presentation. For the final 
assignment, I divided the class into two groups 
and asked them to create a movie based on what 
they had learnt. The result was amazing. While 
one group came up with an animated feature, 
the other group created a social documentary of 
their experiences. The result was that even the 
least motivated were roped into the narrative 
and had something to say. 


This was only possible as we had considerable 
freedom at iACT. We were not constrained by 
any kind of bureaucratic regulations. We were 
only guided by the sincere desire to transform 
the thought process of the learner and we were 
equipped with all kinds of resources to make it 
possible. If this isn't the correct paradigm for 
learning, then what is? 


After my stint at iACT, I migrated to Canada. A 
completely new country where I had to start 
everything from scratch taught me some 
amazing lessons. The collapse of Wall Street 
happened very soon thereafter and I found 
myself working at a factory cleaning machinery 
with a team that came from countries as varied 
as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, China, South America 
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and Africa. It was amazing for me to realize that 
behind the facade of cosmetic appearances, we 
were so similar! 


Moreover, the work ethic in Canada is 
completely different from the one I experienced 
back in India where a blue-collar job would have 
been a disgrace. Why? 


Here I was, sharing pizza with a Canadian born 
who expressed curiosity about my background 
while treating me as an equal. The economic 
system also makes no distinction as anyone who 
works regular hours is guaranteed equal pay. 
Education is more about certain literacies so 
that everyone is on the same page when it comes 
to the rights and obligations as a citizen. 


Qo? 


C Education is the Operating 
System of Human citizenship in the 
21st Century. 


There is an interesting paradox when it comes to 
school education in India. For most, it is a 
passport to a job and a means for livelihood 
which is something that has to do with post- 
secondary education after the foundation has 
been established. Education is a means whereby 
a society inculcates its values, packages them 


into degrees and hands them to its future. 


India is politically divided by language and 
religion and therefore, there is a widespread 
disparity when it comes’ to values. 
Philosophically, we may believe in the goodness 
of being human but when it comes to day-to-day 
living, rituals and habits play a huge role, 
something depicted very clearly in 2 States- a 
movie based on the real life experiences of 
writer, Chetan Bhagat. 


We are still very young as a country and our 
collective psyche is yet to mature. Moreover, 
there is baggage in the form of spiritual 
knowledge, much of it corrupted by exotic 
interpretations so it is very difficult to arrive at 
an original practice. Our common ancient legacy 
is further divided into smaller nations that have 
strong linkages to the Motherland and they too 
grapple with modern methods, handicapped by 
the political separation imposed upon them. 


It was almost hilarious for me to experience this 
first hand when I traveled to Bangladesh in 
2001, crossing the border at Dawki in 
Meghalaya. Once we were at the police outpost, 
my relatives from Sylhet, on the other side of the 
border, were waving to us from their Toyota 
SUV. We happily entered Bangladesh with a seal 
stamped on our passports granting entry. After a 
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happy reunion of more than three decades, we 
sought to re-enter Meghalaya, boarding a taxi 
that would bring us home to Shillong. The 
constable stopped us saying there was no exit 
stamp on our passports so how could we re- 
enter? After much explanation that this was a 
lapse on the part of the personnel who allowed 
us to leave without examining our passports and 
the oversight of the Bangladeshi authorities, we 
were allowed to board the taxi back home. 
Laughing on the way back, the taxi driver 
advised us to cross the border at a different 
place where passports were not an issue! 


Further on, I studied for two courses of 
Interactive Digital Media at a community college 
in Toronto that exposed me to another set of 
experiences. 


The technical standards of instruction at the 
IDM course were rigorous to say the least. Back 
in India I had taken courses in database 
management without any success in learning 
how to implement it in a web application. Our 
IDM instructor took a real life example to teach 
us the concepts and in a matter of two sessions, 
I not only understood how to connect a database 
with a website but also realized a vital aspect of 
client-server architecture. Implementing a 
database with Active Server Pages in the back- 


end is not only intricate but it comes with an 
expensive price-tag of a Microsoft Server 
package. The LAMP (Linux - Apache - MySql - 
Php) solution that we learnt was not only easy, it 
was also open source and therefore, free 
software that doesn't cost a paisa. 


We will deal with the technology behind 
education in the next chapter, but the insights 
that I received in the college in Toronto went a 
long way to reveal how knowledge is 
disseminated in the first world. 


While we were learning about interfaces, 
Microsoft was launching its Surface technology. 
We got a sneak preview of the technology in 
action at a posh hotel in downtown Toronto and 
a complete developer set of DVDs to take home 
and try it out. It was a web-designer's dream 
come true! 


Finally, in a separate course called Collaborative 
Workspace we were divided into three teams and 
we each had to choose a topic. "Trust" seemed 
like a difficult choice and my team members, a 
suave Canadian girl and a strong headed 
programmer from Thailand, were apprehensive. 
My iACT experiences came in handy and in the 
end, we made the best presentation and earned 
near perfect scores. In addition to that, I became 
the human expert, resolving differences of 
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opinion between classmates and earning the 
responsibility of manager for the final class 
project. 
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The Internet propels us to think as a species but 
most of the protocols that govern human 
behavior were designed in the pre-internet era 
when social groups were decidedly suspicious 
about each other's motives. 


The background of most laws in India were laid 
down by an imperial power whose intent for all 
practical purposes, was far from _ the 
empowerment of its citizens. We have silently 
inherited this attitude and it is only when we 
encounter a _ fellow’ citizen outside our 
troublesome borders that we realize that we 
belong to a single entity known as India. Very 


few among us can understand this unless we 
have spent a significant amount of time abroad. 
This has particular importance for Indians 
because we are unique in our composition. 
While our mother tongue connects us to our 
roots and creates the emotional bonds and 
English makes us global, it is Hindi, Urdu and 
Sanskrit that gives us our deep character and 
unique flavor as a nation. 


Qo 
C How do we go beyond the divisions 


in our mind and arrive at reasoning that 
is fundamentally HUMAN ? 


The Table of Free Voices held in Berlin on 9th 
September 2006 attempted to provide answers 
to such questions. 120 outstanding persons 
gathered around a round table and each 
answered 100 questions gathered from around 
the globe and recorded their answers which is 
available on droppingdnowledge.org 


Question on Dropping Knowledge: 

Why don't schools teach us to form our 
own opinions? 

Answer by a Member: 

There is much evidence out there that 
suggests it was intentionally designed this 
way. It is quite revealing and also very sad 
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to see what has happened with people 
just not knowing what is being done 
because it is impossible to communicate 
this clearly without being dismissed as 
just a "conspiracy theory." 


It remains to be seen how the internet evolves 
and collectively takes us to a global, species- 
wide understanding of ourselves. The most 
promising aspect of this technology is the 
possibility of creating community oriented 
systems that ensure health, wealth, love and 
inspiration for all its members. 
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# 4 
Coding is the new Literacy 


Sometime in 1992, the computer lab of the 
North-Eastern Hill University campus in a quiet 
corner of Shillong was inconspicuous. I had 
enrolled in a free course in DOS that allowed me 
to touch one of those awesome computers. 
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I was driven by a passion to understand the 
machine in machine language so I was paying 
close attention to how code got written. One day 
the instructor came and asked us a question 
about a command. I was the only one who could 
answer exactly and the Sikh head of the 


department was impressed. Later, one of my 
classmates engaged me in a conversation to 
understand more about what we were learning. 
Most people (and probably more so in India) 
humanize their gadgets and seldom have any 
clue what actually happens between the 
hardware, the BIOS, the OS and finally the 
application or apps. The closest analogy to 
understand what is software would be to ask a 
question.. 


Qo 
C Is there a SINGLE cell in your body 
with Your Name on it? 


It was not long before my computer craze 
(Mostly, IBM XT or AT with 256MB RAM and 
floppy drives for storage) took me to another 
institute where I started learning BASIC and 
dBASE. There was something majestic about 
computers those days. High level programming 
languages were advertised regularly in 
newspapers and magazines but joining NIIT was 
a dream that my retired father could not afford. 
He was concerned that I make good of the 
money invested while being very suspicious 
about the many institutes that had mushroomed 
in a town that was fast becoming a city. 


Today, I marvel at my father's suspicion. 
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He had intuitively gauged the truth of the 
following picture without an iota of knowledge 
about a computer! 


Known 
Viruses... 


4 





In a country that had little knowledge about 
computers, let alone the difference between 
operating system software and application 
software, all the IT career institutes offered their 
programs on Windows without realizing the 
implications. The government launched its own 
DOEACC program but nobody explained what 
kinds of programming choices were available 
especially in terms of the various kinds of jobs in 
the booming IT industry. 


At the deepest layer of a computer is hardware, 
the BIOS, (basic input output system) and 
networking protocols. The next layer includes 
the operating system and drivers that control 


the input/output of data. Finally, we have the 
various applications (browsers, word-processors, 
calculator, etc.) doing different things loaded on 
the operating system. While this perspective has 
arrived only after more than a decade of learning 
and experience, it is necessary to realize that 
Windows, Apple and Linux operating systems 
deal with input/output data differently. 


How is admin-login ID determined? Can you 
access a different users’ data from your own 
login id in your computer? What is the kernel? 
DLLs? DMRs? Can your computer access a 
remote server on the internet without your 
knowledge? 


During those heady days of the internet boom, 
we hardly understood the difference between 
proprietary and _ free software. My first 
introduction to Linux happened in Canada in 
2007 although I had known about Linux for a 
couple of years before that. I would attribute this 
ignorance to the fundamental approach that 
Linux (A combined effort of Linus Torvalds and 
Richard Stallman) takes with regard to copyright 
and money itself and explaining this would 
require an entire chapter, if not a book! The 
other factor is perhaps the attitude of the open- 
source coders themselves. They are not very 
sociable, at least not in the conventional sense, 
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perhaps because they easily see through the lies 
and myths that human beings tell themselves. 


We see through the silly advertising gimmicks, 
the concerted efforts at mind-control, the 
tantalizing programming that media employs to 
support the agenda of Dalal Street power 
brokers. I will come to the money part in a later 
chapter, but it is time to assert that a large 
majority of the youth population is NOT AWARE 
of how they are being manipulated. How their 
minds are being contaminated by a relentless 
tapping into their "energy" that ought to be 
focused on issues that matter. Again, this topic 
is intimately connected with the issue of gender 
and sex, and we have to deal with it in another 
chapter. 


The progression of IT in the 90's and the early 
2000's saw an explosion of technologies and 
computer institutes made millions promising 
youth about a hyped-up job in IT. For every one 
person who made it, there would have been 10 
others in smaller cities and towns who dropped 
their courses once they came to the city and 
settled for work in the service sector or even a 
waiter in a restaurant. [see Footnotes] 


A high degree of Logical Intelligence is required 
for the study of Computer Science and 
programming of any kind. Without a logical 


orientation of thinking, one cannot figure out the 
algorithms of programs or the flow of logic and 
decisions. Somehow, a different kind of thinking 
is involved to figure out the meaning of a 
statement such as.. 


for i == n; 
ntt ; 
print n; 
next n; 
end 


The fact that not everybody can comprehend 
programming logic is what gives IT its halo and 
at the same time, the successful programmers 
turned CEOs are deified as some kind of wizards 
who can solve anything. 


Theoretically it is possible.. but practically, it is 
not. 


The ignorance of this is what created the dot- 
com bubble and the success of Microsoft. Even 
today, a large number of info-tech workers 
struggle on a daily basis because their brains do 
not think in terms of numbers but words 
(language) and color, sound and symbols. (art) 
Isolating one set of activities is an 
accomplishment not necessarily about natural 
development but a function of economics and 
evolving social dynamics. There is a new caste 
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system in the 21st century human society. It is 
based on different principles and at the heart of 
it, there is a mystery that can be solved if we can 
suspend judgment and persist till the end. 


Qe 


CO How does Data become Information? 


Some of you who are reading this, may find it 
easier to follow the narrative in an auditory 
medium or at least complimented by sound, 
which is basically saying that our sensory 
mechanisms of processing information is 
different and individual to us. 


Taken to the extreme, object oriented 
programming and objectivity in general removes 
us from taking responsibility for our thinking 
such that the impact of a drone firing missiles at 
civilians thousands of miles away from the scene 
is only a "picture" but, is it really so? 


Perhaps the single most important function of 
the advent of computers and digital technology 
is our growing comprehension of the human 
brain and how our minds work under different 
circumstances, why we are never alone.. 


Even then, not everything can be explained as a 
program. The emotional basis of our thoughts is 
better left outside the purview of binary logic 


simply because it makes more sense that way. 
This is the dilemma that technology tends to 
trigger as we grapple with incredibly complex 
arguments which have more to do _ with 
humanity's political beliefs than technology 
itself. 


I found this out the hard way. My first marriage 
was initiated in an online matrimonial site. Once 
we had tied the knot and it became obvious that 
our approach towards life was motivated by very 
different ideas, I reasoned it was too late. 
Sometimes in life, we intentionally state certain 
things and leave out others to suit our changing 
purposes. In a face-to-face interaction, non- 
verbal cues play a much more important role 
and in this case, it was eclipsed by the mutual 
connection and emotional impulsion of the 
medium itself, (Wow, it is so sophisticated, it 
must be true!??) inevitably leading to a certain 
disaster. 


In a similar manner, there are many instances 
where the digital medium is making us believe 
things that otherwise do not stand to reason. 
Let's take a simple question about drinking an 
adequate amount of water. There are volumes on 
this topic and some well researched websites 
have information that looks quite credible. But 
ultimately, what is the right amount of water 
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that we must consume daily to stay hydrated? 


It is not about quoting the most formidable 
authority. It is about settling for the obvious 
and here is one link to the “truth” about how 
much water You should really drink: 


http: / /health.usnews.com /health- 


news /blogs/eat-run/2013 
/09/13/the-truth-about-how-much-water-you- 
should-really-drink 


Our world is being fashioned by endless lines of 
code, code that creates a virtual galaxy 
containing everything that mankind has 
thought, is thinking and visions of a prospective 
future that takes place as a result of this. The 
rules for this galaxy - the Internet is simply, 
different! The result is that we have things in the 
real world and we have things in the virtual 
world. They are NOT the same thing! Most of the 
time, virtual data can be replaced and 
duplicated at little or no cost. While we can 
certainly make better use of virtual data, we can 
preserve hard copies for safekeeping but virtual 
data that others can access and modify must 
necessarily be based on a different logic. 


We once had a class discussion in the IDM 
course I took in Canada where we tried to figure 
out the rationale of forgetting. Take for instance, 


everything you have ever said to anyone on 
Facebook is pretty much intact. In many 
instances, a tiny comment 5 years ago made in 
response to another person's comment is a non- 
event but it can be blown out of proportion. 
Which only means one thing - our natural ways 
of relegating things out of memory is a manner 
of coping with information overload, something 
that can be implicitly programmed but should 
we do so just because we can? 


Hence, there are two approaches _ to 
programming. 


One takes the view of programming as being a 
completely commercial activity rigidly controlled 
by copyright laws that prevent anyone from 
making any copies or even tampering with the 
hardware. 


On the other hand, the free and open source 
community takes a more democratic approach 
allowing for free sharing of coding resources 
subject to certain provisions known as the 
creative commons. 


The issue is not understood completely 
especially among academia and in education 
technology. It is precisely this that drove Aaron 
Swartz, the founder of Reddit and the inventor of 
RSS to end his life in early 2013. 
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At only 26 years of age, he found himself facing up to 50 
years in prison and $4 Million in fines for his radical belief 
that information — especially information produced by 
governments and by scholarly effort — should be freely 
accessible to all regardless of their wealth or social status. 
The production of such information was subsidized heavily 
by the public purse, he reasoned, and its ultimate purpose 
was ostensibly to serve the public good. Why, then, should 
citizens pay for the privilege of accessing information their 
taxes had paid to produce in the first place? [see 
Footnotes..] 


| was personally very disturbed when | heard the news of 
Aaron in January 2013. Before that, | hardly knew much 
about him but being a fan of open-source, | believed in his 
cause. 


In the days that followed, as | dug deeper into the 
aftermath of his passing, | began to have an imaginary 
converzation with him.. 





Me: Dude! You were so f***in stupid! On top of that, you 
ate only ghas-phoos.. Your brain needed some chicken 
slaughtered in my father's village in Konokpur and 


converted into my mom's korma - THEN you would have 
understood!! 


Aaron's Psychic Being: Hmm.. and all | said were a 
few words about students in India.. 


Me: Well, consciousness is a different thing.. and you did 
not do much Yoga, did you? 


Aaron's Psychic Being: (characteristic smile.. too 
intelligent to admit ignorance..??!) 


Me: | understand your strategy.. but it could have been 
done differently.. 


Aaron's Psychic Being: How? 


Me: You could have disappeared for a while and tried to 
solve the #dQ in the inner sanctum sanctorum of your 
mind, silly! 


Aaron's Psychic Being: Jeez, and now | am having to 
do it without the body in the physical.. Dang! 


Me: Every revolutionary had to deal with the ultimate 
enemy.. 


Aaron's Psychic Being: You mean death, don't you? 
Me: | call it 4dQ - a simple corner where one is cornered.. 


Aaron's Psychic Being: Life can sometimes corner 
You.. 


Me: Life is meant to be lived, forever.. 


Aaron's Psychic Being: So, what's this #dQ?? 
76 


Me: Remember Morpheus in the Matrix? 


Aaron's Psychic Being: You have to see it for your 
Self? 


Me: Exactly! 
Bzzz.. blip.. blip.. blip 
~ end of transmission ~ 


Mind is focused on Chapter 7.. getting better at perceiving 
the different quadrants of Z.A.P.. hard-pressed by lack of 
regular access to Internet.. must finish this asap and get a 
wider playing field. The Technosphere of Bangalore with 
only two lines of Namma Metro sucks, absolutely. 


Digga brains are too slow :-( 

Must focused on digga hearts! 
04:04 am, 25 Nov 2014 - Bangalore 
-) 


While technology has made it quite easy to 
publish anything, the rules around publishing 
and sharing of ideas is quite another matter. 
Publishers have a different set of rules and they 
are not necessarily inclined to think about doing 
the maximum good. There are walled silos 
within which many outcomes are determined. 


The stalwarts of global IT infrastructure are also 
shared by otherwise lesser knowns such as 


Linus Torvalds, Richard Stallman and Tim- 
Berners Lee who have made significant 
contributions in the form of Linux, GNU and the 
HTTP. The Internet is a global human legacy, 
something to which everyone has a fundamental 
right. It is regulated by the Internet Consortium 
for Assigned Names and Numbers, an NGO and 
no nation has any exclusive access although the 
technologies are invariably "owned" and 
therefore inextricably linked to corporate 
interests. 


Q2 
C So, what is Code? 


The best way to answer that question is to take 
up the challenge and learn a programming 
language. 


Try Python. 


It's not rocket science. 


You CAN do it. 
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1. I don't remember his name but when I chatted 
him up at a Italian-food restaurant near our 
home in Bangalore, I got to know that he was 
a manager of a computer institute in 
Darjeeling. 

2. http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/03/1 


1/requiem-for-a-dream 
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#5 

Mind, Multiple Intelligences & Identity 

As I am staring at a blank page on my screen, I 
am reminded of the first chapter of the ancient 
Chinese classic, the Tao-te-Ching that says.. 


The Tao 

that can be described 

is not the real Tao. 

The name that can be spoken 
is not the eternal name. 


The nameless 

is the boundary 

of Heaven and Earth. 
The named, 

is the mother of creation.. 


Strangely enough, we must reiterate that 
English does not, I repeat, DOES NOT have a 
word that is implied by "God" or any other word 
that tries to capture the same meaning. 


The word "God" is opposed by "Goddess" but Tao 
or Allah signify some other thing. Most 
traditions describe "THAT" as a noun or an 
adjective. Although "gnosis" comes close but 
English does not really have a word for "that" 
Being or consciousness. It is true that scientific 
experiments with dark matter and quantum 
theory have already unraveled "the god particle" 


but it is a realm of experts and the explanation 
remains far from the comprehension of the lay 
man and lay woman. [see Footnotes] 
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This book cannot do justice to this argument but 
I wanted to point out the yawning gaps of 
understanding in English which is more suited 
to commerce than anything else. India is home 
to more than a thousand languages, and we 
must realize that the lingua franca of the planet 
has a handicap, (no offense to my friends in 
US/Canada - I am addressing the English 
obsessed peoples in the India..) that you can 
only go so far in creating meaning in a tongue 
that is not spoken at home. By doing so, we 
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deprive ourselves of a rich tradition of thinking 
that contains many secrets, secrets that are 
ours for the asking. 


How can we translate the following dialogue 
narrated by Amitabh Bachchan towards the end 
of the movie Delhi 6.. in English..?? 


"Zarrey zarrey mey ussi ka noor hai, 
jJhak khud mey, woh na tujh se dur hai.. 
Ishq hai usse, toh sabse ishq kar, 

Iss itbadat ka yahi dastur hat; 

Iss mey uss mey aur uss mey hai wohi, 
Yaar mera, har taraf bharpur hai." 


Such references to mankind's spiritual life is 
common place in the Indian sub-continent 
giving us a unique perspective that enables us to 
attribute meaning to our lives that is otherwise 
non-existent in a westernized paradigm. The 
only thing that comes in the way of 
understanding what is easily felt but elusive to 
description, is our mind. It is necessary to 
glimpse what is beyond thought because the 
mind is only good for labeling things and 
breaking down a subject or an idea. 


The irony is that some of the most enlightened 
people in academics, who wield some power over 
policy perhaps, would not get it, because the 
above quote contains some Urdu words and the 


more intellectual minds tend to associate this 
language with the heavily politicized issue of 
Kashmir whose identity is a thorn in the state- 
hood of India. 


Try this Zen quote: 


Before enlightenment, 

chop wood and carry water. 
After enlightenment, 

chop wood and carry water. 


The intention behind this qoan is to baffle the 
mind so that it stops probing and dissecting and 
becomes silent, thereby preparing you to receive 
the meaning that is already there. Such a 
process does not require thought, it is only a 
matter of common sense, silence and a little 
humility to accept what would be obvious to 
anybody. 





If Your Mind was a picture 


What would it look like? 


The general framework would probably look like: 


The squares denote our physical organs, their 
corresponding senses, language, (expression) 
logic (thought) and symbols (beliefs) that enable 
us to make sense of the reality that we 
experience. 


The center is the abstract Self whose tangible 
expression would be our name and the same can 
be expressed as.. 





Starting from the top left icon, we represent 
Visual, (sight) Language, (speech - words) and 
Logical (calculate - analyze - numbers) faculties 
followed in a clockwise fashion by Inter-personal 
skills, then Auditory-Musical, Natural, 
Kinesthetic (touch) and Intra-personal 
intelligence. 


This categorization was described by Howard 
Gardner to whom the Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences is attributed. 


A Practical way of describing this would be.. 
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What about the IDENTITY of the individual 
person in the middle? 





The media does a much better job at capturing 
the essence of this knowledge which is why we 
love movies. Incorporating media in _ the 
curriculum is necessary to develop cultural 
understanding, especially in India where there is 
a certain skepticism and awareness of Hindi or 
the "friendship" tongue. (I cannot read and write 
but speak it fluently and easily follow a 
conversation.) English on the other hand, is like 
our “father” tongue whose real identity, and 
therefore values, can be subject to scandal! 


The ultimate source of human conflict is the 
egotistic nature of human identity where one 
group invariably tries to impose its ignorance on 
the others. At the heart of ourselves, the 
knowledge and comprehension of the mysterious 
Self cannot be easily explained. 
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Search and it cannot be found, 
Ask and there will be no answer.. 


It is a process and according to the Z-axis model, 
the eighth faculty is a time and _ place 
where/when one becomes interested in the Self 
which is at the core of one's Being subject to 
genetics, environment, upbringing and our own 
concerted effort. 


The center of our being is a non-physical 
abstract and we do great injustice by trying to 
describe this "center" because any attempt to do 
so would stifle the natural development of its 
unfolding mystery known only to our own 
evolving individual (*.*) self. 


We have to be cautious when we describe this 
inner-sense. All we can safely say is that there is 
a screen or barrier or filter that is the separated 
ego which comes in the way and we can use the 
knowledge of the Enneagram (or other symbolic 
systems) to rectify the flaws of perception so we 
can better align with our true purpose in life. 


It is obvious that not everybody would 
understand or even be interested in these topics 
but it is necessary to have a sense of one's 
engagement with knowledge for the sake of 
learning. As far as the "ordinary" person is 
concerned, his or her existence is so often 


dictated by money. It is as if the basic Intent of 
life is simply to earn money depicted by the 
symbol of the rupee which is India's currency 
and this would be the Zed Axis Profile of most 
Indian citizens as depicted in the graphic before. 





The following categorization of human behavior 
is taken from the Stages of Discipline.. 


Age O - 9: Power/ Authority. 


In this stage, the authority rests solely with the 
party that has all the resources which is similar 
to the position of the parents with respect to the 
child. He or she is completely dependent on the 
parent for almost everything. The child is in no 
position to negotiate and _ everything is 
determined by the parent(s). 
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In similar terms, our institutions display the 
same behavior. E.g, the police having the legal 
right to use arms and the investment banker 
who decides on the client's behalf simply 
because of a certain access to power or 
knowledge. 


Age 9 - 18: What's in it for me? 


As the child grows up, he or she learns to 
negotiate his/her needs by playing to the 
parent's wishes. If I do this then I get that, from 
which we learn the typical attitude of bargaining 
for a favorite position which applies to many 
situations. 


Age 18 - 27: How can I please You? 


Then the child learns that certain grown-ups 
have more power than others. Thus, values are 
instilled in us by those who have the authority 
to do so. As adults we learn to carefully discern 
which decisions lead to the fulfillment of our 
interests to the maximum and align ourselves 
with those who can facilitate the same. 


Age 27 - 36: The right thing to do.. 


It is only in the last stage that we are able to 
perceive what is in the best interests of 
everybody concerned and this completes the 
circle of the different stages of behavior. 


It would be clear to any casual observer that 
most people behave at Stage II as the outlook is 
mostly.. "what's in it for me?" although as 
conscious citizens, we may all strive to do the 
right thing. In the complex dynamics of our 
globalized world, increasingly based on ever 
increasing pace and flows of information, there 
is another situation that stares us in the face. 


The issue is not necessarily about a final 
realization but situational where one is either 
knowledgeable or ignorant of this process. You 
may extrapolate the argument to suit your own 
analysis by observing the visuals. 


Stage I: 
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Qe 
C The center is empty, that is why the 
wheel is useful. 


This stage is akin to.. "Ido not know and I do not 
know that I do not know.." One lives with the 
basic instincts of food, sleep and sex. One does 
not question any further. Hence, to extrapolate 
the quote.. the workers, those who work at the 
extreme end of our civilization have to be 
ignorant like a soldier who cannot question the 
command of his officer, in order to serve their 
respective purposes. 


Stage II: Age 9 - 18 


"I do not know but I know that I do not know.." 
So, I ask questions and try to figure out for 
myself, such as finding the appropriate picture 
that depicts the faculties of my mind and a circle 
in the middle which represents my abstract self. 


We call this the Zed Axis Profile. [see Footnotes..] 
Stage III: Age 18 - 27 


This stage of understanding the various 
paradigm shifts taking place in our world and 
planet now is akin to.. "I know but I do not know 
that I know!" 


The following design of the Zed Axis Profile 
would depict this scenario. 


Language, Logic (numbers) and Design (symbols) 


Few people realize the implications of the 
copyright symbol which is basically a method to 
enforce ownership of information. The argument 
in defense of digital sharing (which became more 
clear with Aaron’s case) is that if I physically 
break into your home and take something, you 
would no longer have the privilege of having the 
same object. However, if I take digital 
information then you would still possess the 
original copy. Is that really stealing? This has 
given rise to Copy LEFT where we have more 
flexibility, although this intrudes into the 
“rights” of publishers. There are viable 
alternatives.. read our copyright policy at the 
end to understand our personal position in this 
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regard. 
Stage IV: Age 27 - 36 
"I know and I know that I know!" 


Leia TOAStEE Be sseeneeiy " because I have the 
knowledge and the experience gained by the 
practice of the same, usually for 10,000 hours. 
[see footnotes..| 


oy 


This stage is similar to the first stage as the 
center is now replaced by a certain knowledge 
but it is very difficult to capture the essence of 
this. Again, in the zap model, we express this as 
a unit of three words that must be used 
simultaneously. Although I am located in a 
certain space and time, my virtual presence is 


subject to intent, the interaction that takes place 
and the interface that is used. 


Q) 


C The Zed Axis (Talent) Profile 


The legacy of Indian knowledge is much deeper 
than a superficial understanding of religion. 
Yoga which simply means "union" is a simple 
term but profound in its implications. In that 
sense, the whole idea of education and learning 
is about acquiring the sublime "divya-drishtee" 
which is where evolution is taking us. 


There is a NEW sense that is being added to 
human capacity. This new capacity includes 
subjective reasoning and arrives at conclusions 
that goes beyond the mere economics of what is 
only perceptible to the senses guided, more often 
than not, by self-interest. 


It leads to an affirmation of what is well known 
in Yogic terms. It is this knowledge that would 
serve to rectify some of the shortcomings of the 
education system as we know it. 


The best way to understand the ZAP is to engage 
in a_ reflective exercise about the seven 
intelligences or faculties of perception, abilities 
of language, logic, social skills and grade them 
according to proficiency. 
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At the core of the ZAP, we can "type" an 
individual according to the Enneagram of 
Personality although there are many methods to 
describe the abstract Self. Our experience 
suggests this is best done through a dialogue 
and a clear declaration of intent. 


The unique feature of ZAP is our treatment of 
the "eighth" intelligence which, according to our 
research, is a more generalized understanding 
that is typical in our culture. In a simpler sense, 
it can be called "Sensory Intelligence" or the 
ability to combine smell, taste, form, color and 
function. 


Qi 

C Is the ability to cook a tasty 
meal and make heads turn by 
creating clothes that define a style 
another kind of intelligence? 
Why not? 


Intra-Personal intelligence cannot possibly be 
clubbed according to the other intelligences 
because what is understood as "intelligences" is 
attached to a particular sensory organ or some 
process in the body. 


In my opinion, the 8th is a bridge between the 
completely abstract "Self' and the physical 


senses. It is a means to appreciate the three 
basic human instincts that are related to food, 
sleep and procreation. There are various ways of 
describing this phenomena and the three 
"Gunas" are well defined in Yoga. So are the 
three basic colors and the foundation of human 
relationship: father - mother - child. 


We describe the same as: 


Ce INTELLIGENCE 
es )=6COMPASSION 
ee )=—AWARENESS 


Intelligence or objective, analytical thinking and 
compassion or subjective, intuitive reasoning are 
the two extremities of human behavior. The 
third is a synthesis of the two and at the same 
time an instinct all by itself - sensing or 
knowing. In terms of bodily function, we may 
suggest brain-activity, heartbeat and breathing 
as examples. 


We can depict this "measure" in terms of the 
eight trigrams as the journey of understanding 
anything occurs in four stages. 
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| don’t know 


and 

| don’t know 
that 

| don’t know 

| don’t know 
but 

[know == 

that 


| don’t know 
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| know 


and 

| know =| 3 
that 

| know 


If we compare this journey of learning to the 
different stages of a Butterfly, we can start with 
the Caterpillar that has never seen a Butterfly as 
the first stage when it has no knowledge of the 
possibility of becoming one. 


Next, it has been presented with the possibility 
and it has DECIDED to become a Butterfly 
which leads to the Chrysalis - a temporary 
difficulty that leads to the development of its 
wings. It must be noted that mere possession of 
wings does not mean mastery of flight. 


LETTING GO is necessary, so that the wings 
may be finally put to their appropriate use thus 
leading to the final stage where one knows and 
one knows that one knows - a living reality. 


= multiple 





The process of creating a Zed Axis Profile is to 
self-analyze our faculties of perception and the 
abilities according to a scale and simultaneously 
ask someone else to rate these and compare the 
difference. With a little tweaking, we will arrive 
at a more or less accurate picture of our 
functional Self. This information can _ be 
captured digitally and programmed according to 
different variables - a promising resource for 
creating personas and digital avatars. 


1. What the Bleep do we know? 
www.whatthebleep.com 


2. Zedaxis profile see.. http: //shikshakranti.in 


3. Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell. 


4. Zarrey zarrey explained.. 
http: / /youtu.be/CtflPsqOt3A 
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#6 
The Z Axis of Being 





The caterpillar’s new cells are called ‘imaginal cells.’ 
They are so totally different from the caterpillar cells 
that his immune system thinks they are enemies... 
and gobbles them up. 

But these new imaginal cells continue to appear. 
More and more of them! 

Pretty soon, the caterpillar’s immune system 

cannot destroy them fast enough. 

More and more of the imaginal cells survive. 

And then an amazing thing happens! 

The little tiny lonely imaginal cells start to clump 
together into friendly little groups. 

They all resonate together at the same frequency, 
passing information from one to another. 

Then, after awhile, another amazing thing happens! 
The clumps of imaginal cells start to cluster together! 


A long string of clumping and clustering imaginal cells, 
all resonating at the same frequency, 

all passing information from one to another 
inside the chrysalis. 

Then at some point, 

the entire long string of imaginal cells 

suddenly realizes all together 

that it is something different from the caterpillar. 
Something new! Something wonderful! 

..and in that realization 

is the shout of the birth of the butterfly! 

Since the butterfly now “knows” that it is a butterfly, 
the little tiny imaginal cells 

no longer have to do all those things 

individual cells must do. 

Now they are part of a multi-celled organism. 

A FAMILY who can share the work. 

Each new butterfly cell can take on a different job. 
There is something for everyone to do. 

And everyone is important. 

And each cell begins to do just that very thing 

it is most drawn to do. 

And every other cell encourages it to do just that. 
A great way to organize a butterfly! 


The following graphic has been taken from a 
board in Pinterest. The information contained in 
it presents a vision of the future classroom and 
learning methodology. 
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Technology, so far, functions within a largely 
materialistic paradigm. We do not believe our 
devices to be an extension of our minds and 
personalities. Therefore, it remains in the hands 
of market forces that decide how much control 
we have over them. By the same token, I have to 
choose between buying an expensive toy for my 
daughter or enable her to play with the 
neighbors and learn to share her toys, which 
remains a dilemma I am yet to solve. 


Education studies cannot stop at cognition and 
cognitive theory. Aspiring teachers have to be 
interested in meta-cognition and this is where 
we stumble into a question that begs for an 
answer, especially in India: 


Qy 


CO Is meta-cognition 
the same thing as Nirvana? 


Meta-cognition, or the ability to self-reflect on 
ourselves is what separates us from animals. 
This is our unique ability as human beings. 


e It is not something to write, read or speak 
about. 


e It is something to discover and experience; 
it can be manifest but it need not/cannot 
be assessed. 
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e All the books of the past and present will 
not deliver the secret, nor will all the 
software of the future. 


e It is something hidden in the deepest 
intent of our heart. 


e Indigenous cultures and various spiritual 
traditions have a better understanding of 
this. 


Our sub-conscious mind is much more powerful 
than we realize. Once we understand how the 
sub-conscious part of our mind works, we can 
establish a pattern of thinking that can be a 
formidable influence for good. On the other 
hand, if we do not understand how the sub- 
conscious works, our best efforts will be in vain. 


“Knowledge is created by the learner, not 
given by the teacher. If you are trying to learn 
something then you will need to think about it. 
We are not trying to teach you anything you 
do not already know, you are merely using 
this to remind you of the things you want to 
remember.” 


I'M TRYING TO FREE YOUR 
MIND. BUT 1 CAN ONLY SHOW 
YOU THE BOOR. YOU'RE THE 
ONE THAT HAS TO WALK 

THROUGH IT. 


| i} 
Z py 
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#7 
Where's the Money, Honey? 


He is an average guy with his soul intact. That 
makes him very intelligent, like a lot of people in 
the 7 states of north-east India. Here, people 
understand that real wealth is land, pani, air 
and women. They are somewhat superstitious 
but not unreasonable. 


Once in a while, we talk about serious stuff.. 
and laugh. 





money, Maan! 


The subject of money is basically very simple but 
it has been rendered complex by human folly, 
Dalal Street ego and Madison Ave. I say human 
folly because Vijay told me about Rich Dad & 
Poor Dad at a time when I definitely needed to 
know about money. I overlooked it and years 
later, when I read the book, I cringed at having 


missed so many opportunities © 


How many of us have been taught, just like 
alphabets, Algebra and Geography about Money, 
Wealth, Capital and Currency? And how many 
relationships have crumbled because of a lack of 
understanding how these play out in the "real" 
world?? 


In order to bring about a new understanding of 
money it is necessary to conduct an experiment. 


Make a list of friends that you can 
approach in person. 


Tell them you have something important 
to discuss. 


Set up a meeting in a restaurant. 


And ask them.. how much money can you 
lose/give away without thinking twice? 


Observe and record their answers 
Call the waiter 


Ask him how much he makes in a month, 
day and houtr.. 


Discuss this info with your friend and 
make a guess about how much the waiter 
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would give away. Calculate it in % of his 
income and compare the statistics. 


e Repeat the same with 4 - 5 people in 
different age groups. 


e Aha! 


The result is astounding. People who have less 
are invariably willing to give away a much bigger 
% of money although logic suggests otherwise! 


I tried this with several people and the answers 
were completely different. They almost reflected 
a different person! So hung-up are we about 
monetary issues that what we do as normal 
human beings totally contradicts our behavior 
when money is involved. 


People have different money blue-prints that 
have been implanted by years of conditioning. 
These blue-prints and ways of thinking about 
money reflect his/her outlook in life and the 
amount of stress and happiness in their life 
DIRECTLY. 


Qe 
C What is Your money Blue-Print? 


Money blue-prints are.. 


e Completely individual... Your blue-print 
will be different from your closest and 
nearest; Surprise! 


e It is different for different neighborhoods, 
cities, countries. 


e Typically, those born before 1970 have 
completely survivalist notions about 
money. They will have millions in the bank 
but will ask 100 questions to give you $10. 


e The younger generation couldn't care less 
about money, tend to splurge on having 
fun and manage it poorly. 


e The digital economy is bringing healthy 
changes.. Yay!! 


Life is much more stressful when we start 
calculating everything that we do. It comes from 
a completely physical notion of Self and lack of 
introspection about one's true identity. 


If we think we are only a body, then death 
becomes the looming reality and every hour 
brings us closer to our inevitable demise. Every 
penny counts in the purse and we are motivated 
by a fear of losing everything. 


Obviously, a change in this outlook has serious 
implications to the way we perceive reality. 
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When we _ understand ourselves as an 
individuation of energy, then we also realize that 
energy is never destroyed but transformed into 
different forms. 


Everything that we say and do, can therefore be 
monetized. The exchange of physical, emotional, 
intellectual and spiritual energy brings financial 
rewards that is transforming the way we live. 
Digital communications and technology can re- 
create barter and give a new definition of wealth. 
Have you heard of bit-coins? 


http: //bitcoin.com 
Earning Money vs Making Money 


There have been two people in my life whose 
opinions about money has created quite a lot of 
friction in my relationship with them. Both of 
them lost their parents early in life so their 
upbringing has been one of extreme difficulty in 
making ends meet. Everything they thought and 
think is carefully weighed in terms of a palpable 
fear that there simply isn't enough. Try as I 
might, I have not succeeded in getting across to 
them the idea that it is NOT difficult to earn 
money, and making money is just about 
tweaking the belief system, about how we view 
ourselves, and deliberately cultivate our own 
talents and abilities. 


Earning money is a caterpillar paradigm. You 
make sure you qualify for some job and then get 
employed. Then you carefully budget your time 
between work and home, making sure that you 
do not spend beyond your means. Your monthly 
or fortnightly income is taxed heavily and you 
get to spend whatever you have left. The security 
of your income comes at a steep price of losing 
interest in doing the same thing over and over 
again. You become cynical about new things and 
always doubt the true intentions of people. You 
always dream of better things but you always 
seem unable to afford them. Life is mostly about 
limiting your dreams and although you enjoyed 
watching Phunsuk Wangdo and follow his social 
impact mission on Star TV, you frown at all the 
idiots who have the guts to do things differently. 
How does the kabbadi-wala pull it off? You 
overhear a lady's gossip.. "Aur pata haiP My 
beautician has opened three branches in three 
different hi-rise properties. Mey toh maan gayi!!" 


Making money is all about attitude. Ever notice 
the busy shopkeepers who make it a point to 
smile and chit-chat with you? If you compare it 
with the others who do not seem to sell, you will 
invariably find a sob-face who basically whines 
about everything. 


The successful ones wear a different look.. 
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They are amazing observers of human nature 
and will tell you many things that the best 
psychology magazine cannot grasp. I saw the 
same attitude in the shopkeeper in my father's 
village in rural India, the bustling metros of 
India or the subway in downtown Toronto. 


e They smile. 
e They are polite.. 
e They deal in uncertainty with dignity, not 
cynicism. 
e They help you. 
e They have a hopeful and positive world- 
view. 
They are the Butterflies who take advantage of 
the Z axis. They understand that the rules of the 
game have changed dramatically since 9-11. 
They travel internationally and do not depend on 
newspapers and _ text-books to form their 
opinions about policy makers and business. 
They do not hesitate to install new apps on their 
phones and they switch off when they are with 
family and loved ones. 


They live the GOOD life. 


When I decided to quit looking for a job and 
become an independent writer, learning 
specialist and entrepreneur, I reflected on the 
first businessman that I knew from my 
childhood days in Shillong. 


He would come with a "thapa" (basket made of 
bamboo) on his back containing his own 
produce of potatoes that he cultivated and shout 
"Aloo! Aloo!" while doing his rounds in the 
neighborhood. My mom would have asked me to 
alert her when he came so I would observe the 
transaction take place in front of my eyes, 
making sure all the potatoes we got were good. 


Addi ‘ka.Leh!! 





When it came to payments, mom would 
sometimes be short of change and then he 
would deliver his killer marketing strategy. The 
local Khasis speak Hindi in a strange dialect, 
and so this is what he would say.. 


"Oooo... leu laka leu.. borabor khayega, Moh!" 
and so saying, he would pick up his bamboo 
basket and continue his rounds. The words 
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translate to - take it, take it all, you must have 
my potatoes forever, yes..!! 


Sometimes, there would be other hawkers in the 
neighborhood who never employed this line 
which obviously made him my mom's favorite. 


A little more than a decade later, I was standing 
on the check-out queue of Food Basics in 
Toronto and I did not have .25c change to pay. I 
asked the cashier, a freckled adolescent working 
her part-time job, if I could pay it the next time. 
Her smile turned into a frown when I 
remembered aloud, "Oooo... leu laka leu.. borabor 
khayega.. Moh!" so I gave her $5 more and she 
returned $4.75c, relieved. 


The Revolution of Sharing Economics 


What is it that made my Shillong Aloo vendor so 
much smarter than Food Basics, so much 
smarter than $0.05?!! Perhaps, it is about social 
psychology.. 


In Wahdeingling, the neighborhood I grew up in, 
when you needed a hammer, you shouted across 
the fence and asked your neighbors if they could 
lend theirs. They invariably relented because the 
next time they needed bamboos or something 
else that we had, we agreed to lend ours. This 
created a shared community which made better 
use of its resources. 


We did not learn this process in the Economics 
class. We lived it, and translated the same logic 
in the university exams. Sharing knowledge or 
plagiarism? 


The Money Blue-print of Shillong is mostly 
based on salaried employees of government, 
banks and petty traders. People spend very 
cautiously, well within their means. Affirmative 
action grants other favors that people enjoy but 
the strong influence of Semitic beliefs make the 
average citizen of the 7 states of north-east 
somewhat cynical and short sighted. Successful 
business folks are good with back-door dealings 
and viewed with suspicion. Although the 
majority do not get the big picture of 
complicated finance, their hearts are much 
bigger. Try me! © 





The Money Blue-print of Bangalore, the way I 
experienced it, looks something like this: 


When I moved out of the first room that I rented, 
the owner did not return 50% of the deposit. 


The bosses of several organizations where I 
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worked, regularly manipulated accounts to pay 
themselves gratuity and other benefits while 
many of my ex-colleagues, who fell out of favor 
with them, were dismissed without pay. 


My friends in IT companies only smile at me 
knowingly when I talk to them about free and 
open-source software. The technology behind the 
Aadhar - UID project was a plum contract 
bagged by a market leader. Few are aware that 
this was a plan that covered all sections of 
Indian society and needed to be approved by 
consensus in parliament beyond party lines. The 
technology behind it now allows  bio-metric 
information to be passed on to a _ private 
corporation. Ignorance is not only bliss, it 
creates millionaires. 


As a new immigrant in Canada the Money Blue- 
print of Toronto that I experienced was quite 
smooth. Minimum wages were not hard to earn 
and when I participated in a little extra, like 
providing feedback on a website's user-interface, 
I was rewarded $75 for half an hour of my time. 
I also earned $2000 in two days for participating 
in a drug test for heart ailments. When 
compelled by circumstances and the collapse of 
the economy in 2007, I received social 
assistance on 2-3 occasions, something that is 
unthinkable in India. 


What surprised me most was the behavior of the 
expats from my own country. Here they were, 
enjoying the best of both worlds but sorely 
missing the point about social capital. They tend 
to believe more in the capitalistic model than the 
capitalists themselves! I learnt this from 
experience while I was busy digging the wealth 
of information in Toronto's public libraries while 
a fellow Indian was calling me on a daily basis to 
join his business peddling Amway products. I 
had to cut him short and bid goodbye at a coffee 
shop almost shouting at him.. "it may be good 
for you but I don't want to do that, Dude! 


Of all the people I have met in my life, only a 
relative of mine, who started very small in a 
semi-rural town and now has an office in New 
Delhi selling mobile phones imported from 
China, demonstrated this understanding of 
currency versus money. Business people in 
India exchange millions of Rupees in cash 
thereby saving transaction costs imposed by the 
banking system. If you are a salaried employee 
and frowning at the fact that these people are 
refusing to report any transaction above 
Rs.50,000 as required by the law, you are 
missing the point. 


Any rich person, anywhere in the world, is rich 
because he/she has found out a way to make 


120 


sure that more money comes in than goes out of 
his/her coffers. Simple, isn't? 


unfortunately,no one canbe told 
what the M@#$42%% is, U"have to 
see it for your self. 





The digital economy of the 21st century 
promises to end poverty worldwide, but on an 
individual level it will only happen gradually. 
The reason why some have significantly more 
than the others is based on concrete reasons. 
You can join our conversation about this further 
by logging on to: 


http: //shikshakranti.in 


Dateline: 15 March 2025 

Wall Street shuts up shop as stock markets 
become irrelevant to new business and the 
economy** 


It's become apparent to everyone that the stock 
market these days is just a giant online casino. 


As one commentator put it: "The stock market is 
becoming little more than a place for speculators 
and algorithms to compete over who can trade 
his way to the most money." 


As a mechanism for raising and allocating 
capital it's all but dead. And it certainly doesn't 
need a 'place' to operate. It's all virtual anyway, 
driven by cloud computing. 


Some say the writing was on the wall for Wall 
Street when Chi-X launched in 2005. Within five 
years they had grabbed 20% of Europe's equities 
trading market. Not to be outdone, the NYSE 
snapped up Euronext, a collection of European 
stock markets, hoping to "globally redefine the 
marketplace for trading cash and derivatives 
securities." 


Perhaps the Credit Crunch one year later put 
paid to those dreams. Whatever the case, by 
2010 there was a wave of consolidation that 
swept the markets. 


Deutsche Bérse weighed in by buying NYSE 
Euronext, looking again to be the biggest global 
gorilla, while London Stock Exchange bought 
Canada TMX. The club was closing ranks. 


But the final straw was the 'App Economy’. Chi- 
X started the trend, quickly followed by NASDAQ 


and other tech driven exchanges. An iPad or 
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Android app is all you need to be a virtual 
broker or day trader, from anywhere in the 
world. Trading stocks and futures is as easy as 
playing poker on your tablet, and there's zero 
risk around settlement. The market is open 24 
hours a day, every day. 


So why on earth do you need a trading floor full 
of shouting people, and thousands of screens all 
over the room, when the one in your hand can 
do it all? 


After five years of trying to buck this trend, 
DBNYX has finally pulled the plug. Wall Street is 
shutting up shop. Will anyone even notice? 


The Future of the Stock Market 


It seems that traditional stock exchanges stand 
on the brink of a tipping point. The basic idea of 
a stock exchange was to raise capital for new 
and expanding business enterprises. The market 
mechanism ensured an efficient distribution of 
capital according to supply and demand. 


Well, that was the theory. Today, stocks and 
futures are traded on multilateral trading 
platforms like Chi-X and BATS that are ‘open’ 
24/7. And trading costs are next to nothing, 
making it possible to balance your portfolio 
several times a day. But there's an app for that. 
A tablet application that uses Googlesque 


algorithms to determine the optimum trades to 
make, for your’ personal risk profile. 
Automatically. All the time. So what's this 
‘Exchange’ thing, with floors and bells and 
whatnot? 


Virtual money is insidious. Since Apple and 
Google supported 'in-app' purchase 
transactions, anyone can buy stuff on their iPad 
or Android tablet. And you don't even need a 
credit card or bank account - you can buy 
iTunes vouchers with anonymous cash, and 
spend them inside your favorite shopping app, 
with total security and maximum convenience. 
Money laundering has never been easier. 


Apple is forced to admit that financial services is 
now its biggest revenue segment. Vodafone 
privately kicks itself for missing the greatest 
opportunity of the mobile age. 


Meanwhile, investors have been bypassing 
traditional stock exchanges by turning to so- 
called ‘dark pools' to facilitate large blocks of 
trades they want to keep out of sight. These 
trading platforms are run by the investment 
banks, naturally, and start attracting regulatory 
scrutiny. At the other end of the spectrum, 
margins are so low that even Chi-X is struggling 
to fight off the competition. 
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Wall Street is a game 


'Wall Street' is the title of a mobile game. And a 
movie. And several books. It's a quaint idea, that 
you needed a broker with accreditation to trade 
in financial instruments on your behalf. And half 
the time he was probably trading against you for 
his own benefit! And let's face it, derivatives and 
‘funds of hedge funds' have nothing whatsoever 
to do with capital raising - it's just legalized 
gambling on a grand scale. 


Now it's just a finger tap away, on your Chi-X or 
NASDAQ app. Better still, use the Opt-X multi 
portfolio app that continuously balances your 
portfolio for you, globally, and automatically 
closes your position when things turn sour - 
within microseconds! 


There's a subdued ceremony, poorly attended, 
as the NYSE closing bell rings for the last time. 
Wall Street is closed for good. 


** Mind Bullets from the future. 

As of 11-9, the irony just got more ironic 
when Donald Trump got elected and the 
Indian currency was partially demonetized 
almost on the same day. The people behind 
the people we elect are well aware of this 
as we move to a cashless society worldwide. 
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#8 
The Shadows of India.. 


Disclaimer: 

This chapter has been written with a different perspective. 
The author encountered an obvious error after publishing 
the first few copies. However, the error has been retained 
for a special reason and the explanation can only be given 
in an individual capacity when it is clearly established 
that the seeker really wants to know. 


Let the blind following the blind continue to float in hazy 
clouds of Microsoft recycle bins..!! 


"The universe is an endless masquerade: 
For nothing here is utterly what it seems; 
It is a dream-fact vision of a truth 

Which but for the dream 

would not be wholly true, 

A phenomenon stands out significant 
Against dim backgrounds of eternity; 

We accept its face 

and pass by all it means; 

A part is seen, we take it for the whole." 


Of all the books I have read by different authors, 
none have made a deeper impression than Sri 
Aurobindo whose voluminous works led to the 
creation of Auroville - the first human city and 
the ground zero of a total transformation of the 
human race. 


I stumbled upon The Life Divine at the State 
Central Library of Shillong during my college 
days. I barely understood the range and expanse 
of ideas mentioned in it but it was a seed 
planted in my mind, that bore fruit when I 
visited Pondicherry in 2001. 


There are many dots that have to connect before 
we arrive at the Supramental Vision as 
elaborated by one of the finest poets that India 
has ever produced. Any casual observer would 
stand in awe before the range and depth of 
Aurobindo's words that leave no room for doubt 
that here is truth that stands on the frontiers of 
human evolution. 


While I was reading Savitri, the epic poem re- 
written with a message for the "sun-eyed 
children of a marvellous dawn" I was also 
absorbing the growing force of the 
Technosphere, as I grappled with cookies and 
privacy settings of Internet Explorer on my 
Windows computer and following the adventures 
of Neo, Trinity and Morpheus in the Matrix 
Trilogy. There was an uncanny resemblance 
about the vision and the possibilities of living in 
a world without barriers. 
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THE MATRIX 


You are here, 

because you know something. 
What you know you can't explain, 
but you feel it.. 

You felt it your entire life, 

that there is something 

wrong with the world, 

you don't know what it is, 

but it is there, 

like a splinter in your mind.. 
driving you mad. 


In order to get there however, there are 
formidable challenges, obstacles erected by the 
forces of darkness that miss no opportunity in 
capitalizing on our weaknesses, just as Neo has 
to combat the artificially intelligent Smith and 
finally go to the machine city and reset the 
matrix. 





THE MATRIX ..IS 

everywhere, 
it is all around us, even now in this very room.. 
You can see it when you look out your window, 
or you turn on your television. 


You can feel it, when you go to work, 

when you fill petrol in your bike, 

when you recharge the data pack of your smart 
phone.. 

In a similar tone, Sri Aurobindo says in Savitri.. 


"When darkness deepens 

strangling the earth’s breast 

And man’s corporeal mind ts the only lamp, 
As a thief’s in the night 

shall be the covert tread 

Of one who steps unseen into his house. 

A Voice ill-heard shall speak, 

the soul obey.." 
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THE MATRIX 


It is the world 
that has been pulled over your eyes 
to blind you from the truth.. 






O44 
am{) 


What truth?P!? 


THE MATRIX 


That you are a slave.. 

Like everyone else, 

you were born into bondage, 

born into a prison 

that you cannot smell or taste or touch, 
a prison.. for your mind. 


But Integral Yoga promises that.. 


"A few shall see 

what none yet understands; 

God shall grow up 

while the wise men talk and sleep; 
For man shall not know 

the coming till its hour 

And belief shall be not 

till the work is done." 


It is quite probable that "the hour" Sri Aurobindo 
prophesized was 9-11 which marked the end of 
the Industrial Age and what we have now is 
mostly the residue of belief systems that are 
increasingly irrelevant. In order to glean the 
secrets however, it is necessary to go back in 
time and establish certain facts that mainstream 
media may not have the wisdom to reveal. 


The world's political, monetary and religious 
systems closely feed each other to reflect our 
collective evolution and confine us to a life of 
scarcity and limitation. The real powers behind 
the obvious ones that we know about are acutely 
aware that the "splinter in our mind" will not last 
forever. 


One such splinter concerns the absolutely 
avoidable tri-partite foundation of India. 
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The British government, partly realising the 
inevitability of India's future independence 
and partly under American pressure to secure 
her support during the war, sent Sir Stafford 
Cripps to India in March 1942, with a 
proposal for dominion status after the war, as 
a first step towards full independence. 


Sri Aurobindo favored this move and informed 
Cripps of his approval who acknowledged the 
same as the freedom that Indian Nationalism 
had long struggled for. What is most revealing is 
indicated by a telegram that he sent to a 
prominent political leader in which he said.. 


"Appeal to you to save India. Formidable 
danger of new foreign domination when old 
on way to self-elimination." 


Not only was Sri Aurobindo's words ignored, 
what has transpired ever since has confirmed 
that a new “foreign” domination was firmly set in 
place and now complete in its technological 
superiority. [See Footnote..| The “process” 
culminated with the formation of Bangladesh in 
1971. The partition however, accurately reflects 
the evolving human consciousness, something 
that we enjoy at World Cup cricket encounters, 
currently underway in Australia. 


Although our energies are seriously depleted by 


the divisions that we experience in our minds, 
they are also a means to instigate a conscious 
effort from within and the intervention of a 
higher action from above. 


With more than 1000 languages, Bharat is not 
really a country but a manifest center fora 
certain evolutionary action in the universe. 


It is here, that nature works on her specimens 
as in a laboratory, something that we witness on 
a daily basis, the chaos of systems, the happy 
co-incidence of a bullock cart and _ the 
information super-highway all playing in the 
same place at the same time. 


Qo 
CO What happened on 29th 
February 1956? 


bThe * 
_. SUE) 


Manifestation 





"In Matter shall be lit 

the Spirit's glow, 

in body and body, 
kindled the sacred birth.." 


Many technologies had to mature for the 
computer to happen: 
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e Hardware & Memory 

e Software & Operating Systems 
e Input & Output devices 

e Networking & Mobile protocols 
e Social Media 


There is one aspect of the electronic 
infrastructure however, that is necessary for us 
to understand much more clearly before making 
any assumptions about the status and future of 
human society. 


It has something to do with our identity which is 
quite real as we can only claim one identity per- 
body. This identity or what we call the Self, has 
a psychic basis which is accessible through 
emotion and certain physical sensations. On the 
other hand, with information becoming 
increasingly digital, it is possible to create more 
than one identity and therefore command virtual 
power. 


This is the one thing that cannot be quantified, 
cannot be programmed and if we know this, 
then our programs would be that much better as 
we would focus on what is programmable and 
therefore bring about desired outcomes. 


As long as human beings do not experience 
Something Divine in flesh and body, the psychic 
sense remains open to manipulation which in 
turn enables external authority to exercise its 
own share of control until the individual decides 
to put an end to the Matrix of mental illusion. 


Once we are centered in our Light, the shadow 
itself becomes clear and we are no longer 
disturbed by its ubiquity as a simple turn or an 
act of conscious awareness reconnects us to the 
unlimited source of our own wisdom. 


1. India's Rebirth - Sri Aurobindo. 
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#9 
Why work when You CAN play? 





The above picture was taken at the entrance of 
an exclusive club at a prominent location in 
Bangalore. The notion that "life is a game" and 
we are mere players may come easily for those 
who can afford to think in those terms, who 
were born with a silver spoon feeding them. 


And yet, in a world where independent start-ups 
headed by twenty somethings can become 
millionaires overnight, the idea that life is indeed 
a game may not be so strange after all! 


Instead of writing our own version of things we 
have decided to open this chapter to you for 


your own opinions that may _ eventually 
contribute towards a lifestyle that is closer to a 
game. 


C HOW do you think? 


The following scenarios are taken from a 
futuristic vision.. 


e Paper becomes obsolete and all systems 
are electronic.. 


e Real world data is increasingly dependent 
on virtual worlds that are manipulated by 
real people who "play" with probable 
scenarios and the general population bets 
on likely outcomes.. 


e The emergence of a one-world government 
as major networks merge to create an 
artificial intelligent system that monitors 
everything that happens in nature and 
provides instant feedback about any 
activity from citizen behavior to hurricanes 
to meteorites from outer space. 
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e Technology becomes so powerful that self- 
organizing citizens challenge the oligarchy 
and have taken over certain government 
operations doing a better job. 


e The scientific community has 
acknowledged existence of higher life- 
forms that guide us towards ever greater 
perfection. Noospheric agents regularly 
contact us through the spiritual grid and 
organized religion is all but dead. 


In the true spirit of a game, instead of writing 
our own version of things we have decided to 
open this chapter to you for your opinions, ideas 
and suggestions that may eventually contribute 
towards a lifestyle that is closer to a game. 


Go to http: //shikshakranti.in / 


and post your views.. 
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#0 
Is Zero a Number? 


| was promoted to class 2. Though | had no idea about any class, 
| was happy to sit in a new room. On the day one, a teacher 
entered the classroom and wrote Maths on the top edge of the 
black board and wrote some numbers-5+2=; 7+1=. He asked us 
to copy them in our note book and workout. My answer was 5 
and 7 respectively! 1! didn’t know what counting was. My 
teacher told me he would send me back to class 1. He did not try 
to make me understand Additions but surely scared me enough 
to develop maths phobia. Even to this day, though | work with 
huge data at times for my reports, | am not comfortable with 
numbers. Frankly, my brain starts malfunctioning at the sight of 
numbers! 


The above account belongs to my wife, an ex- 
colleague from the International Academy for 
Creative Teaching where she had worked as the 
Programme Co-ordinator. 


At iACT, we attempted to stretch our limits of 
creativity only to understand that there are no 
limits! 


So here is an experiment that could be done by 
any teacher of Mathematics. 


Instead of focusing the student’s attention on 
problems and arriving at the correct answer, 


Let us go back in time to the date.. Jan 1, 0000 


Or.. 
Go forward in time to the date.. Dec 31, 9999 


What lies outside these arbitrary boundaries of 
our understanding? 


The Gregorian calendar, on the basis of which 
all human activity is regulated is quite 
haphazard when it comes to the design of time. 


We calculate time in units of 12 months, 52 
weeks of 7 days each and 24 hours of 60 
minutes but there is no record of a time when 
we are literally, zero. 


From zero we have come, 
and into zero we shall return.. 


Visually, what we call zero is also the letter "O" 
and the symbol of a circle. Computers 
distinguish it with a point in the middle or a 
slash that you may have seen in electronic 
displays. 


The circle that we traverse in space is marked by 
four distinct positions with respect to the Sun at 
the center. The Vernal Equinox, the Summer 
Solstice, the Autumnal Equinox and the Winter 
Solstice. The fifth position is related to the 
evolution of our individual being and it is related 
to our birthdate. 
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The Gregorian calendar is not the only way we 
can organize the measurement of time. The 
Dreamspell Calendar of 13 months with 28 days 
each, demonstrates the wisdom of alignment 
with the natural rhythm of the thirteen times 
that the Moon circles the Earth in a solar year. 


This method of calculating time gives us 364 
days with a GAP (Galactic Activation Portal) day 
which is a day out-of-time when we literally 
pause and absorb the time-LESS awareness in 
order to be rejuvenated and returned to the 
Source. A classic experience of “Zero.” 


Therefore, the idea of “Creative Teaching” is to 
contextualize the information first and allow 
ourselves to question while refraining from 
passing judgment about emerging answers, 
knowing that truth will settle itself according to 
the intention of the one who seeks the answer. 


We need not do anything more. 
A professor I had in college once quoted.. 


“The more we read, 

the more we learn. 

The more we learn, 

the more we know. 

The more we know, 

the more we understand, 
How little we know!” 


And so we pause, 
breathe and recite.. 


; (*_*) . 
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The HUman Prayer 


From the East, House of Light.. 
May Wisdom dawn in us 
So we may see all things in clarity. 


From the North, House of Night... 
May Wisdom ripen in us 
So we may know all from within. 


From the West, House of Transformation.. 
May Wisdom be transformed into right action 
So we may do what must be done. 


From the South, House of Eternal Sun.. 
May right action reap the harvest 
So we may enjoy the fruits of planetary being. 


From Above, House of Heaven.. 
Where star people and ancestors gather 
May their blessings come to us now. 


From Below, House of Earth.. 
May the heartbeat of her crystal core 
Bless us with harmonies that end all war. 


From the Center, Galactic Source.. 
Which is everywhere at once 
May everything be known 

as the Light of mutual Love. 


Tathastu. Aameen. Sobeit. 
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Part II: 


Perspectives 


lam NOT a dinosaur! 


“If the purpose of learning is to score well on a 
test, we’ve lost sight of the real reason for 
learning. 


~ Jeannie Fulbright 





D for Dinosaur ;-) 


| became extinct because | couldn't adapt to 
changing environments! 


Hi, my name is Namitha. I also call myself a 
reluctant PhD student because I have come to 
realize that I don’t learn or work the way 
‘traditional PhD students’ are expected to do. I 
don’t do well in a closed, tight, box-like system 
and this is exactly what the academia is like! 
We've completely lost out on the idea of 
creativity and novelty in this closed space. We 
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construct research that is un-usable most of the 
time. We write papers heavily couched in 
academic jargon. We don’t really look at 
application but we are expected to write reams of 
theoretical stuff. I have to write a template-style 
thesis and the academia refuses to see that it is 
possible to gamify my thesis even after I present 
it to them! The world has changed and shifted 
into the wikinomic way of doing things. The 
internet has changed the way we think, learn, 
work and live our lives. We have access to rich- 
media content across devices from mobiles to 
tablets. I can take an engaging course on 
Coursera, EdX or Stanford online for free! When 
I can access world-class learning sitting in front 
of my device why on earth would I want to go to 
class and listen to monologues! That is it! One- 
dimensional, closed teaching is out. 


Academia all over the world is floundering with 
more and more students leaving academics to 
pursue other avenues. I closely follow Audrey 
Watter’s blog titled ‘hackeducation.’ She calls 
herself a ‘recovering academic.’ I couldn’t agree 
with her more. The system is broken in many 
places and drastically needs a makeover. Our 
content-heavy, low-on-application degrees are 
losing meaning in the wikinomy. Result: 
disengaged, disinterested students who find no 
meaning in their learning. I first understood this 


deep issue when I got into undergrad teaching 
for a short while in 2009. College teachers 
constantly complained about the ‘low quality 
students’ ‘disinterested’ etc etc. Just a short 
stint was enough to realize WHY? Giving people 
19th century, industrial style education in the 
engaged, connected, digital 21st century is 
nothing short of a crime. We are driving our 
students into desperation. We don’t allow them 
the creative space to connect to their ‘element’ 
(Ken Robinson). We don’t allow them to find 
their own talents and make it work for them. 
Instead we give them a monolithic, one-size-fits- 
all education and expect everyone to succeed. 
How fair is this? 


As Sir Ken Robinson says ‘we don’t just need 
education reform, we need an_ education 
revolution.’ From the school-level to the ivory 
tower academia, we need to start a revolution. 
To question, disrupt, and finally hack into the 
system. To create a learning space which gives 
equal importance to all capabilities and talents. 
To use the available digital tools to create 
engaged learning that also excites and empowers 
learners. 


Do you want your children to go through the 
same meaningless grind? Do you want your 
children to get a degree that doesn’t take them 
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anywhere? Or do you want to engage with 
exciting alternatives that take your own learning 
to a level where you are recognize and give full 
expression to the hidden capacities that are 
lying dormant within you? 


<transform>Learning in India</transform> 


I was born in Mumbai and the Arabian 
Sea mingled and seeped into my blood 
and genes. I always long for Mumbai. To 
go back to the memories of my childhood: 
to hang around Colaba causeway, to 
watch a movie at Regal cinema, to chat 
up with my aunt and cousins, to watch 
the glittering lights of Queen’s Necklace, 
to the breeze at Haji Ali, to the briny air 
of Marine Drive and the unique taste of 
Bombay Sandwich. One of my cousin’s 
grandparents lived in a_ high-rise 
apartment called ‘Lalit’ on Nariman Point. 
The apartment faced the sea and we 
would wake up to the awesome shining 
sea reflecting the sun in the mornings. 
These are my Mumbai dreams and I am 
hopeful of reclaiming it again © 


Coming to Bangalore, well I am biased. I 
made a cognitive commitment to love and 
be loyal to Mumbai so Bangalore doesn’t 
really get my vote. I don’t see the same 


energy here! However, I did my schooling 
and all my education in Bangalore. ICSE 
convent. Nothing unique, nothing 
different. Nothing to really write home 
about except that I didn’t really connect 
to the education I received. 





School was a cognitive overload with a 
great many subjects, lab, projects and 
the usual grind. I learnt what I enjoyed. I 
fooled around the chemistry lab spilling 
acid on the tables. 


I put most of my efforts into English 
literature and that paid off (in that I have 
a pretty good mastery in the subject). I 
didn’t exactly dig math or physics or 
chemistry. I liked geography and history 
because we learnt about civilizations, 
people and places. Well, it could’ve been 
dealt with in a more engaging manner but 
the system was such that everything 
delivered was mostly oral and textual. 
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Nothing outside the curriculum but our 
school had a good library of books and 


videos. We had other activities like 
theatre, literary club and many games. I 
fooled around as much on the 
playground. I had a nice circle of friends 
and we had nice teachers. On the 
learning front, we were just bricks on the 
wall receiving instruction and 


information packages. We didn’t have a 
say in what we wanted to learn, we were 
unsure what we really liked or wanted to 
do and most of us were under pressure 
from the family and peer groups to 
conform and do what is expected. Follow 
a template career! 


As for college, studying was pretty easy 
because I chose the subjects but again 
the most important element-L was 
missing. Neither the professors nor the 
students seemed to care about true 
learning. All we were told was to study, 
swot, memorize or whatever else and get 


good grades. In the 
ranks, learning was 
had an _ outdated 
professors had long 
their knowledge or 


race for marks and 
lost. The university 


syllabus and_ the 
given up upgrading 
skills. Results: we 


were taught with notes prepared 10 years 


ago! No one seemed to bother. The system 
was such. What could individuals do and 
why bother? The professors got their UGC 
(university grants commission) pay and 
sat around smugly. The students got 
away with O learning and 100% mugging. 
The organizations that recruited from 
colleges wanted blinkered sheep and yes- 
boss employees. It suited them to have an 
unthinking lot on board. People who did 
not question or ask why this being done 
this way? Again the same template style 
education and template jobs. However, I 
stuck to what I loved best. Again English 
Literature and I actually liked the 
optional English course that I took. I did 
delve deeper into Economics than what 
was taught in college. I was fascinated by 
Amartya Sen’s writings on development 
economics and inequalities. I continue to 
read his book on ‘Development as 
Freedom’ and pick out the learnings 
relevant to my own life. 
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While some of my undergrad mates got 
busy with template careers in template 
jobs, I decided to plow my weary way 
ahead and take on a Master’s in English. 
I joined the department at Bangalore 
University and honestly this is where my 
true learning began. The department had 
no fancy technology or gadgets to teach 
but we had something unmatched - 
excellent teachers who went beyond their 
role and inspired us to deep dive and 
learn. It was like a breath of fresh air 
from the undergrad lot who counted out 
their UGC pay scale riches from time to 
time! Our MA class was a diverse group 
ranging from people coming from the 
rural areas to us city dwelling lot and it 
was amazing to see how our professors 
used strategies to include everybody in 
the classroom. True learning began with 
questioning our old habits and patterns 
whether it was our gender roles or our 
roles as students. We could argue with 
our professors and feel safe that we 
would not be penalized. We _- were 
encouraged to question and think for 
ourselves. We were not asked to swot up 
an outdated syllabus. Our syllabus 
included the latest learnings in the 
literary world from critical theory to 


feminist writings and new literatures in 
English. It was a fascinating world to be 
there and learn. For once, we were not 
seen and perceived as empty vessels 
waiting to be filled with whatever the 
system doled out. 


This two-year paradise also laid the 
foundation for my critical thinking as an 
independent person. I also believe this 
disruption paved the way for my thinking 
out of the box and not conforming to a 
good many things in life. Once I started 
thinking, I started seeing differently. I 
started seeing what was wrong 
everywhere right from the mindless 
education we received to the mindless 
communities we lived in and the mindless 
following of certain career and _ life 
choices. The rebellion began here and 
continues... 


From the Frying Pan... 


Piaget got it right but the Malleswaram 
Moralist society will not hear of it ;-) Now 
what is Malleswaram and why is _ it 
relevant here? Well, I live here and this 
urban living space in Bangalore is 
perhaps a reflection of the aspiring 
classes in India. Highly caste-ist, middle 
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and upper middle class, conformists, rule 
followers, upholders of religious and 
cultural traditions, mostly unthinking 
and uncritical, mindless followers of 
template living. Get my point. People 
believe fervently without questioning. 
They send their kids to upper class 
public schools where they go through the 
factory system and come out with high 
marks. This high marks gives them entry 
to places like HT or other upshot 
institutions (mostly engineering and 
medical mantra) where they absorb all 
that is taught and scramble for an 
outstanding GPA so that they can get 
placed in the hallowed lobbies of the top 
companies (either in India or the West or 
wherever) and take home salaries worthy 
of venerable whispers in the drawing 
rooms of their families. Learning???? 
What is that? Didn’t we get our 
certificates and didn’t this certificate get 
us these high-paying jobs? Enough for 
us! We don’t care about anything else. We 
will work mindlessly and live mindlessly 
and continue doing the same things again 
and again and again...and oh yeah our 
kids will also do the same things (if they 
are unfortunate enough)! 


Education is never about learning. All we 
want is a rubber stamp on a piece of 
paper. Enough to fatten our bank 
balance. Enough to get us trips to the 
West and maybe onsite and if we are 
lucky enough green cards! Enough to 
indulge in conspicuous consumption and 
enjoy the material highpoints of life. To 
me this sounds like a nightmarish life! 
Mindless living sans learning. Learning is 
one of the key factors that contributes to 
human well-being and flourishing. To me 
learning comes along with questioning 
and thinking about all aspects of life. 
Whether it is the patterns of marriage we 
are expected to follow or the type of 
professions we are expected to choose. 
The average Indian seems to be cornered 
when it comes to choice of profession and 
of course choice of life partners. It is an 
unwritten law in most families that we 
are expected to conform and not do 
things that wouldn’t make our parents 
proud. People who chose the road not 
taken are usually seen as out of their 
minds or plain rebels who can’t fit 
anywhere. But this is happening all the 
time. People have quit high-paying jobs to 
take up teaching roles in the Teach for 
India program. What makes people do 
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this? I did this in a different way but I 
did the same. 


I quit my well-paid MNC job in April 2009 
and decided to take some time off 
teaching in a college. People around 
thought I had gone off the rocker. Was I 
mad to leave an MNC and join a local 
college? Nope! I was bored stiff of being a 
part of a mammoth, monolithic, 
hierarchical organization where I was 
learning nothing much. I didn’t want to 
stay on in a controlled, highly structured 
space in which self-determination was 
not happening. Sure, we had a good 
number of training and learning 
opportunities but something was missing. 


— 


MODERN EDUCATION 


CREATING PE OARESMART ENOUGH TO ACCURATELY 
~~ AT THEY RE TOLD AND FOLLOW ORDERS 


AND DUMB ENOUGH TO THINK THIS MAKES THEM 
SMARTER THAN EVERYONE ELSE 





I realized that something was a fluid 
space and empty canvas. Rebel that I was 
supposed to be I don’t do well in 
structured places and I suck at taking 
instructions. Besides I have an intense 
urge to be creative most of the time and 
this rarely works in structured 
environments. 


So there I was with a_= teaching 
assignment to deal with pre-university 
students. Here began my actual thinking 
about the education system and this is 
not about one college or school. It is the 
whole system per se in India that is 
holding on with all its might to 19th 
century education. While the world 
(specifically the West) is gearing up to 
overhaul the education system to prepare 
young people for a highly complex, 
connected world; India continues to stick 
with the old. Sure, new-age schools anda 
few colleges might be adapting BUT that 
is simply not enough! Drops in the 
ocean? What are we doling out in the 
name of education? Outdated content- 
heavy, irrelevant stuff, disinterested 
teachers, unfriendly physical spaces and 
top-down authority control. Result: 
Disengaged students! 
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My brief stint in the college told me 
enough and more that students are just 
not interested in what we dole out 
because it DOES NOT engage them. Why 
would a digital native (someone born in 
the digital era and grown up with digital 
tools and rich multimedia) be interested 
in sitting in a square space staring ata 
chalked out blackboard and hearing the 
drone of a lecture? Direct instruction in 
an age of rich media and digital tools just 
do not interest or engage learners. I can’t 
sit through a classroom lecture myself! I 
need to do, I need to think NOT sit quiet 
and listen to one person talk! Young 
people need to be engaged with real, 
relevant learning. Learning that they can 
connect to in their lives and learning that 
they can actually use. I often heard 
teachers say that the current day kids 
are just not interested in ‘studies’! Of 
course they won’t be interested in the 
kind of stuff we are pushing down their 
throats. How is it we find them sitting 
mesmerized in rapt attention when 
watching a movie like ‘3 idiots.’ Because 
the narrative was so relevant and 
compelling and because they connected 
to the story. 


My little experiments in bringing in audio 
talks to the classroom was a hit with the 
youngsters but the funny part was that 
the system in the college had strict rules 
about doing anything new ;-) so I was 
told multimedia would distract the kids. 
We have to stick with chalk and board, 
paper and pen, read and write, assess 
and examine...yawn! We found it 
ridiculous that email writing was taught 
as a textbook exercise! 


It is surprising that very few 
students/parents/anybody concerned 
about education actually questions the 
system. Have we been brow beaten into 
submitting to the system however 
irrelevant it has become? We don’t expect 
the top brass in education to really do 
anything because it suits them to have a 
system that works for them. Lecturers, 
teachers, administrators, management 
people get their lion’s share of monetary 
benefits and are extremely cozy in their 
comfort zones. How can we expect the 
likes of these to ever question an ossified 
system? It is we (the students and the 
younger lot who care about this issue) 
who have to question, disrupt and 
pressurize the system into adapting to a 
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changed 21st century. It is absolutely 
unacceptable to accept 19th century 
education systems in the 21st century 
which is witnessing massive changes 
because of the internet, media and 
democratic technologies. Will we accept 
19th century surgical methods in the 
present day? No! They why are we silent 
on a system that is dishing out top-down, 
undemocratic education in an age where 
the globe is flat. It is not about a few 
institutions taking initiatives and making 
a difference. We need a mass disruption 
from below. 


What is even more pathetic and shocking 
is that just about nobody cares! We are 
stuck in a rut with our learning being 
ruined by bureaucratic governmental 
mediations. We are negotiating a system 
that actually penalizes critical thinking 
and new ways of doing things because the 
people who are the helm of the system 
are afraid oof losing their seats. 
Disrupters are not welcome because we 
are a threat to the smug sitters. As Sir 
Ken Robinson puts it, “Students with 
restless minds and bodies - far from 
being cultivated for their energy and 
curiosity - are ignored or even 


stigmatized, with terrible consequences” 
(TED Talks. May 2010). We are losing out 
heavily on creativity and innovation 
simply because things don’t move at the 
right pace. The efforts of a_e few 
individuals are not enough. We need a 
mass movement. A mass awakening to the 
pathetic state of our education system. 
We need a Learning Revolution Right 
Here, Right Now! 


“Every education system in the world 
is being reformed at the moment and 
it's not enough. Reform is no use 
anymore, because that's simply 
improving a broken model. What we 
need -- and the word's been used many 
times during the course of the past 
few days - is_ not evolution, but _a 
revolution in education. This has to be 
transformed into something else.” 


- Sir Ken Robinson, TED Talks, May 2010 
..Into the Fire 


A year of college teaching and I was ready 
to fly out of the window! I wasn’t quite 
sure what I wanted to be or do. I hated 
the corporate work cultures and wasn’t 
going to serve as a slave laborer. I 
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certainly didn’t want to lead an 
anachronistic life by teaching in the 
current system. It was almost like every 
morning I got into a time machine and 
went back to the 19t» century and then 
came back in the evening to the 21st 
century. I was teaching the _ digital 
natives in the cave culture format. Of 
course anybody would be bored and 
disengaged. It was a miracle I didn’t fall 
asleep during my own lectures. 


A clarification: 


21st century education is not just about 
using new _ technologies but rather 
opening up the top-down, hierarchical, 
heavy, sluggish system to an agile and 
adaptive format. Making the system more 
democratic, giving more voice to students 
and teachers, collaborative, co-creative 
and participatory. 


Tesk- As You Can SEE, I'VE 
MEMORIZEd +HiS UHERLY 
USELESS fact LONG ENouGH 

* and at Piyoutls tock? fo Past fe3t, Que SHON 





Well, coming back to my life at the 
crossroads. The year 2010 was significant 
as I consider my entry into the fire. I 
joined a PhD program in Bangalore. I 
wasn’t sure I really wanted this but 
things happened and I found myself 
giving an entrance test. A watered down 
version of the GRE! Simple enough and I 
hadn’t even prepared. Yes we become 
experts at manipulating the system. We 
become astrologers predicting predictable 
test formats. After all what are we? A 
nation of test takers and memorizers! 
Standardized tests are not meant to test 
any parameter at all! One can easily get 
prepped for such unimaginative tests. 
There are any number of books and 
guides to show us how to cheat the 
system and make it through the hoops. 
And the funny part is those who jump the 
hoops blindly are thought to be high on 
intelligence :-D My conversations with my 
fellow sufferers before we gave the test 
was revealing. I found two very creative 
and witty young women who were doing 
solid work. One was into art history 
working on Rajput paintings and the 
other was into urban studies. They didn’t 
get through the test because tests are 
meant to filter out the creative and the 
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imaginative and retain the averages and 
below averages. Maybe I was one such 
idiot in the becoming since I got through 
the test much to my shock. Was I one of 
those mindless’ test-takers who can 
blindly solve equations? Maybe I had 
become one! 


I also got through the interviews. Again a 
charade! Professors and the academic 
troops throwing random questions at the 
interviewee. Frankly it seemed like the 
academics day out. The day they get to 
exercise their power and make arbitrary 
decisions about who to admit. A very 
uneven power equation. It is the same in 
most academic institutions even in the 
West. Anyway I don’t know what clicked 
or didn’t click but I found myself in and 
literally into the fire. 


I was a little lost in the beginning and 
none of the coursework actually made 
any sense to me. We needed something 
like 18 credits in order to take the 
qualifier exam and present a research 
proposal so there we were scrambling to 
take courses and get through the credit 
system. I was puzzled about the 
foundation course. Yes interdisciplinary- 


multidisciplinary talk is always on but 
why make me go through a course that 
resembles a badly turned out khichdi! 
with uncooked veggies? Honestly, I didn’t 
get much out of the courses offered and it 
was my own research that actually 
informed me about my subject and the 
potential research proposal. There was a 
glaring gap between what I needed to 
know and what was being offered. It was 
the typical “one size fits all” strategy. It 
was simply crazy sitting through sessions 
on pure math and bioethics and what not 
when I was there to research on 
psychology or something else in 
humanities. This is the issue with our 
systems. Top-down approaches without 
considering the voices of students and 
their needs and arbitrary offerings which 
is discarded after being done with. I gota 
nice C+ on the foundation course and 
there ended the matter. 


As time went by, I realized the tightness 
of the PhD box and could literally hear 
the groaning of the rusty cogs in the old 
wheel. I was puzzled by the fact that 
research is little about innovation or new 


‘An Indian rice dish made with lentils and vegetables. A meal in 
itself. 
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ideas. We may have a 101 brilliant 
original ideas, but the number of 
gatekeepers and approval channels 
ensure that the original idea is lost and 
what we have instead is the mish-mash 
idea of everybody else who has a stake in 
the research. 





Who Screwed... 


my Cheese ? 


Ultimately as one of my younger 
colleagues remarked while taking a post- 
lunch walk on campus recently is that a 
PhD student is trained into becoming a 
good diplomat because one has to end up 
pleasing so many people from. the 
supervisor to the advisory committee. I 
couldn’t agree more. The entire game is 
little about research and more about 


handling the balance. Fortunately for me, 
I have a supervisor who is flexible and 
open to new ideas. She gave me the 
freedom to experiment with new ideas, 
chart my own reading courses and 
generally let me do my own thing. I am 
lucky in this aspect. I could play around 
ideas and that is the nice part of this 
process. 


Unfortunately my supervisor is not the 
entire system and however open she is we 
cannot do everything our way. I would 
have liked to present my research in the 
form of a game or a movie. I even made a 
mock-up concept of a game on inclusive 
literacy to make the public aware of 
disabilities and sensitize them. Of 
course, no university/institution in India 
is that evolved to allow new formats ;-) 
the answer is obvious because the people 
who will evaluate theses and research are 
kind of unplugged from 21st century 
learning. The world is opening up to 
games as excellent learning tools but we 
still look upon games as entertainment 
and frown upon the mix-up between 
serious research and games! It takes a 
new mindset to look at digital 
presentations as theses. We are still 
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stuck in the linguistic model of reading 
and writing. Take a look around any of 
the research institutions. A few might 
have new ways of offering courses but 
majority are in the lecture-present-read- 
write format. It almost seems that higher 
education is completely unaware of the 
huge shifts in learning. We are able to 
cater only to a select few who are good at 
reading and writing. What about those 
with other intelligences? Visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic...there is no room for these. 
We stick with linguistic and _ logical 
intelligences. All our entrance tests are 
formatted in this model. As we went 
through several intra-institutional talks 
etc, it was clear that nothing is changing. 
Speakers speak and present and audience 
listen or sleep. 


One experience of even so-called 
international conferences was enough to 
put me off permanently! Stale ideas, 
boring talks and disengaging interactions 
makes one wonder why the conference 
format does not change to a more open, 
engaged platform. Why are we doing 
things the same way as it was done in the 
19th century universities? Why must we 
anoint academicians as dons of 


knowledge and allow them to get away 
with stagnant ideas? Most _ professors 
work on very limited research topics and 
are unwilling to explore newer research 
pastures. Most keep working on the same 
topic that they worked on during their 
PhD. I keep asking myself why we are 
wasting national resources funding such 
people and research. Why can’t we have 
more informal but engaged research 
platforms? Why do we _ continue to 
tolerate this top-down authority 
squashing younger researchers and newer 
ideas? How are we allowing academicians 
to get away with minimal, sub-standard 
research? 


It is surprising that the world of 
education and academia is not 
pressurized into adapting to a more open 
and mnon-hierarchical world. Take the 
example of publishing. Open publishing 
platforms like Amazon Create Space and 
a host of others allow people to self- 
publish thereby eliminating the arbitrary 
decision making by traditional publishers 
and middle folk. From the author straight 
to the reader! As the crow flies! Contrast 
academic publishing. Honestly it seems 
like a Silo. Journal papers take a 
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minimum of 6 months to 1 year for 
acceptance and feedback. Does this seem 
logical in a world of instant feedback 
powered by the internet? It is true that 
academic papers need serious review but 
does a 6000-7000 word paper take 6 
months to read? I am still trying to 
understand the logic of the journal 
industry! 


In contrast to the slow, agonizing pace of 
research processes in the academia, a 
path-breaking event arrived in 2012. 
Coursera. I was very excited about many 
of the courses offered because I had 
never seen such interactive courses in my 
life on such an eclectic variety of topics. I 
signed up for e-learning and _ digital 
cultures. It was pure happiness cruising 
along the videos and reading up on extra 
stuff and doing hangouts with the 
instructor and most of all the 
collaborative efforts and collective action 
among students. Many of our suggestions 
were implemented by the instructor. This 
was so cool and we were really learning. 
The grading was done by us students. 
Something totally new to me! Peer 
assessments do have advantages because 
we are all taking the same course and 


steeped in learning. 


Coursera, EdX and a host of other 
MOOCs soon became popular in my 
circles. The undergrad and _ postgrad 
students I knew were thrilled to take 
courses that really drove home subject 
knowledge in an engaging manner. They 
were thrilled to be actually collaborating 
with their peers across the globe on 
projects. They were super thrilled to take 
on grading responsibility. Some of them 
proudly shared their certificates of 
accomplishment on social media. This 
was real learning to them. Compelling, 
relevant, democratic and collaborative. A 
young psychology postgrad told me, “why 
should I really sit in the boring class 
when I can take fabulous courses like 
social psychology on Coursera?” There 
you are! This is the answer. Why would 
any student want to sit through outdated 
syllabus lectures when one can access 
updated, well-researched courses on the 
internet? 


The people at the helm of the system are 
simply not listening to what students 
want and need to get by in a highly 
complex world. There is a huge gap in 
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what schools and colleges dish out and 
what the professional world needs. The 
image here perfectly captures the gap in 
the system. 


THIS IS COLLEGE. 
NOT, A) PRESSURE COOKER. 
—S 


EVEN A CIRCUS LION LEARNS TO SIT 
ON A CHAIR IN FEAR OF THE WHIP 
7 | .™~ 
a 


BUT YOU CALL SUCH A LION 
“WELL TRAINED" NOT “WELL EDUCATED” 





Research institutes and universities are 
producing boxed-up conformist research. 
Nothing path breaking, nothing that 
makes news. Now and then we hear some 
rare scientist or researcher come up with 
a breakthrough invention or innovation 


but the number is miniscule. 


Take my own peer group and the rest of 
the students in the institute. I see very 
little innovation or even a breath of fresh 
air in research ideas. The same ideas 
thrown in with some bit of remix and 
rehash. 


Even something like a new application or 
a new perspective to a theoretical debate 
would make a difference. Somehow the 
entire research ecosystem takes’ the 
creativity out. Everything is so template- 
like and structured according to top- 
down formats. It is only people who can 
survive being brow-beaten into doing the 
same stuff and following pre-structured 
way of research can survive this system. 
Even the thesis format comes from the 
university departments with fixed 
chapters. One can add nothing new or 
play around the format. Creative ideas 
get lost in a heavy structure. 


Surviving the Education Mill 


Amidst the angst of surviving a templated 
academic life and caught in the web of 
sluggishness and intrigue, I met people 
who resonated with my ideas’ and 
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educated me further on my new interest. 
Zafar Satyavan, my co-author was like a 
breath of fresh air in my stale ecology. 


Zafar is one of those’ clairvoyant 
individuals who has already thought out 
the future of 2100! His ideas about 
learning find a deep resonance with the 
learning revolution happening in the 
West. His interest in consciousness and 
his ideas of evolving ways of thinking and 
being is echoing in the Western shifts in 
consciousness. A recent document titled, 
“How to Change the World” by Elina St- 
Onge totally resonated with our way of 
thinking. Zafar and I have had umpteen 
conversations and meetings to discuss 
our startup to disrupt and make some 
headway into the system. Our plans for 
the learning specialist and other 
initiatives are taking shape right now as 
you are reading this book (!) and this is 
a deliberate exercise as a result of our 
realization that we needed to put our 
digital thoughts in a format that people 
are already familiar —- a Book. 


As we scanned the digital landscape for 
similar minds, it was pure serendipity 
that led us on to find a Young Turk who 


is already making an impact on learning. 
Abhishek Shetty is a young learning 
researcher, youth speaker and author. He 
is passionate about creating learning 
environments where students can 
discover their own interests in which 
“learning is beautiful.” Traveling across 
states to different schools and colleges, 
interacting with students and gathering 
diverse perspectives, Abhishek is truly 
making a difference in empowering young 
people discover their true passions and 
develop 21st century work skills. With 
Abhishek, we have an authentic voice of 
the contemporary student. With Abhishek 
we have a voice on true learning which is 
indeed beautiful. Every subject becomes 
beautiful when we have open learning 
experiences. Life school educates us more 
than the school building does! 


“Large-scale education was not 
developed to motivate kids or to create 
scholars. It was invented to churn out 
adults who worked well within the 
system. Scale was more important 
than quality, just as it was for most 
industrialists.” 


-Seth Godin in Stop Stealing Dreams 
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(what is school for?) 


As we vibe together and resonate the 
ideas of 21st century open, democratic 
learning, I’ve learnt much more than 
what I did in my 12 years schooling + 7 
years college and 5 years PhD! I’ve had 
deeper, engaged and connected learning 
experiences with my peers Zafar and 
Abhishek than all the arrogant and high- 
handed teachers and professors I’ve had 
to deal with. 


Does this intrigue you? How is it I learnt 
so much in a short span while all my 
academic degrees didn’t give me such 
learning experiences? The answer is 
simple. We learn better when we are not 
hounded by hierarchies and when we 
choose to learn what is relevant to us! As 
Seth Godin says, “learning is not 
something done to you, it is something 
you choose.” Welcome to the Wikinomy 
where we learn through peering, sharing 
and doing together. We are moving 
towards a more DIY-oriented, maker 
world where learners share information, 
tools and experiences thereby making 
learning more relevant, engaged and rich. 
Don Tapscott’s and Anthony Williams’ 


Wikinomics clearly outlines the mantras 
of 21st century living, learning and 
working: Openness, Peering, Sharing, and 
Acting Globally. 


Honestly I would probably flunk the 
students who parroted out template 
answers! Funnily schools and colleges are 
focusing on churning out identical cogs 
in the wheel. Students who manipulate 
the system and know how to work the 
endless, mindless tests and exams 
scoring top marks’ are_ slotted as 
intelligent. Assessments, testing, scores, 
percentiles are something valued as an 
end in itself. Indian parents’ are 
mindlessly attached to this numeric. So 
long as the kids are getting 90% or 
whatever other dumb numeral parents 
are happy and proud. An achievement in 
itself ;-) I find it ridiculously funny when 
I see some mom or dad sharing their kid’s 
marks on social media: “today my son 
passed ICSE with 97%.” Oh boy! I would 
be ashamed of my parents if they did the 
same. I would rather share stories about 
my children’s involvement in community 
activities. In the race for marks and 
grades, we whittle out children’s 
humanity and all other aspects of 
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learning and life experiences. We are so 
focused on a handful of standard 
academic subjects that the things that 
really matter get lost. How many schools 
sincerely focus on educating kids on 
simple first aid and life-saving skills? 
Will that 97% save your grandma’s life if 
she has a heart attack and you are alone 
at home? How many schools focus on life 
skills like financial literacy or digital 
literacy? What about activities like home 
gardening or simple cooking? Some 
schools do this of course but a handful 
doesn’t make a big difference. We need a 
big difference in our education system 
not only in terms of focus, curriculum, 
and activities but we need our kids to 
learn life skills, critical thinking and 
questioning without blind acceptance. 


We need to put back the learners at the 
center of education instead of allowing 
managements and top brass run the show 
like ring masters. Our current system 
does not really put the learner at the 
center of its concern. The system is more 
about structures and processes kept in 
tight control rather than a flexible system 
that adapts to the learner. The mission of 
medical humanities is to put the patient 


at the center of healing and allow them to 
make key decisions instead of submitting 
to the autocratic will of doctors and 
hospitals. We need something like this. A 
movement to put the learner in focus, at 
the center, at the heart of education. 
Education humanities! 


Across the globe there are _ endless 
conversations about our current 
education systems and learning. There 
are passionate discussions and writings 
on the school system which sucks out 
self-motivation, passion and creativity. I 
got hold of a good many very interesting 
and eye-opening books. One of my 
favorites is Nikhil Goyal’s One Size Does 
Not Fit All - A student perspective on 
education outlining the futility of a 
highly-structured unfriendly system 
focusing on testing and numbers. 





everything 


Another book that blew me away is Cathy 
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Davidson’s Now You See It in which Cathy 
draws on the brain science of attention to 
show how it will transform our ways of 
living, working and learning. What is 
really interesting about this book is her 
description of experiments in how 
technology is changing learning. In the 
chapter “Project Classroom Makeover” 
she describes the iPod experiment where 
incoming Duke students were given free 
iPods in 2004 to experiment with it as a 
learning device instead of just a music 
device. The results were phenomenal as 
Duke students developed academic 
podcasting conferences, beta bi- 
directional broadcasting and video 
capacities. The book is not simply about 
technology but finding new ways of 
learning in the 21st century. 


David Price’s book Open: How We'll Work, 
Live and Learn In The Future is another 
pointer in this direction. He focuses on 
opening the learning systems in three 
core chapters: Open Learning in Society, 
Open Learning at Work and Open 
Learning in Education. The narrative 
reveals how the internet has opened up 
new ways of doing things, faster ways of 
communicating and most importantly 


sharing information across the_ globe 
which spells doom for silos that hold on 
to information tightly. 


As Price puts it: 


“Going open is a social revolution that 
represents a fundamental challenge to the 
established order of things - one that 
cannot be ignored. It disrupts and 
changes, so things can never be the same 
again. But, as with all revolutions, there 
are winners and losers. 


The winners are ourselves, happily 
connecting and _ collaborating through 
global networks of friends, colleagues and 
online acquaintances. We are powerfully 
motivated by the easy access to ideas and 
information, and the informality, 
immediacy and autonomy that it brings. 


The losers are our formal institutions: 
businesses, schools, colleges and public 
services that are failing to grasp the 
enormity of the change taking place.” 


Clearly, this is where we stand today. 
Affordable and accessible technologies 
are changing the way we connect, learn 
and work. For example: some of the 


young undergrads in a local college near 
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my house use their smartphones firing it 
up with Rs. 50/week worth of data packs 
to access some of the courses on 
Coursera and EdX. They do not need a 
laptop and they never use the college 
computer lab which they say is full of 
outdated computers! I see a _ learning 
revolution taking place slowly but 
steadily in India with more and more 
students realizing that formal 
institutions cannot give them the skills 
and credentials needed in a new world 
economy. 


Don Tapscott and Anthony Williams’ 
brilliant books Wikinomics and 
Macrowikinomics prime the philosophy of 
the open revolution across the globe. The 
core of the open revolution is: Openness, 
Peering, Sharing, and Acting Globally. 
Using examples from the software, music, 
publishing and pharma industries, 
Tapscott and Williams show how global 
connectedness is enriching mass 
collaboration projects by encouraging 
people to contribute to product design or 
processes. The Human Genome Project is 
one such mass. collaborative project. 
Another massive success is the operating 
system Linux. 


The open revolution ties in with the 
learning revolution in calling for more 
open, democratic structures giving the 
user more control and freedom. The 
philosophy of open is significant to the 
learning revolution which has begun with 
disruptions from _ below. Micro-level 
disruptions in the form of a MOOCs anda 
plethora of customized online learning 
solutions as against the one-size-only, 
tightly-controlled admissions structures. 
Anyone can take a MOOC from anywhere 
and on any platform (mobile/computer). 
This is not just about’ technology 
changing education but the philosophy of 
education as democratic and 
participatory. Give back control to the 
rightful user! Allow the teachers to 
participate in key decisions on content, 
delivery, testing etc.. What would be 
welcome is a system that puts the learner 
and the teacher at the center of learning 
on an equal footing to deliver a 
democratic learning experience. 


Cheers! 


Namitha Kumar, 
A Hacktivist for Learning.. 
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Learning is Beautiful. 


Let us cheat the Education System! 


My name is Abhishek Shetty. I am a student. I 
am one among a billion. But I have a voice. 
Every student has a voice. Education In India is 
not designed for our best interests. It is time we 
discussed why? This book with my courageous 
colleagues is an attempt to initiate something 
different. It is time we started a Learning 
Revolution. 


Thoughts in the mind of 
a young student about 
learning (not education 
but learning) in school 
after the 24 grade: 


Please let me learn. | 
Please let me explore 
the world.. ~ 


Is learning and 
education the same 
thing. I don't know. I 
looked for answers... 





‘Education is what people do to you, 
learning is what you do to yourself.’ 


Joi Ito, MIT Media Lab Director 


I never let my school interfere with my 
education.’ 


~ Mark Twain, Writer and Journalist 
Still confused. I am too. 


Learning in Education? 
A student's perspective: 


I trusted you, when you told me school was a 
place where I could enjoy learning. I trusted you, 
when you told me school was a place where I 
could explore the world. 


But soon it became all about the grades and the 
competition. 


I did not like this. You did not keep your word. 
So I was not going to keep my word as well. 


I was not going to learn. I was going to cheat the 
system. We both would lose in this arrangement. 
But I would not accept your learning, I would 
not judge myself through the grades I got. 


I wanted to learn and fall in love with my 
subjects, and understand that, Every Subject is 
beautiful, Every Subject has something to offer 
to the world. 


I could not do it your way, So I would do it my 
way. And you would not find out. I would fall in 
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love with my subjects. I would fall in love with 
learning. And you would not find out. 





nd 


Primary School students in Mumbai 





I loved school till the 2"4 grade, but then... 


Competition started. Things Changed. Grades 
mattered. Learning did not. 


As a student I could manipulate the system. You 
could learn absolutely nothing and yet be a good 
student in class. You just had to score good 
grades and for that you did not have to learn 
much. You had to have certain skills to do so. 


Memorization was one such skill. Almost all the 
top rankers in class did this well. There were the 
few exceptions of students that studied because 
they loved the subject. 


I was good at it and decided to use it to my 
advantage. So I did not care about whether I 
understood anything or not. All I cared about 
was getting the high grade. So as soon as I got 
the portions I would memorize it. Sometimes I 
would even memorize the question in case the 
same question came in the exam. 


But would memorization really help me? The 
French poet and journalist, Anatole France once 
commented, "An education isn't how much you 
have committed to memory, or even how much 
you know. It's being able to differentiate between 
what you know and what you don't." 


Scoring well in class was highly dependent on 
how good you were at memorizing content that 
you could get at the click of a button through a 
website like Google. I was considered a good 
student. But deep within I knew I was learning 
very less. 


I struck a deal with myself. I kept telling myself, 
‘Why should I understand this?’ I will just 
memorize it and get over with it. I will not have 
to see it ever again then. And all the students, 
teachers and parents considered me a good 
student anyways. So why put in the extra 
effort? 


I studied hard because... 
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I wanted to play and learn the way I used to 
learn as a child. I manipulated the system, so 
that I could get through the school portions 
quickly and use the remaining time I had to 
learn through play, and fun and exploration. 


Because I did well at school, I was let free at 
home. I would come back home after school and 
then go off to play for four to five hours 
everyday. This is how I reasoned my learning 
process. 


As long as I j 
memorized well 
and stood in the 
top four ranks of 
the class, I could 
spend my 
remaining time in 
play and 
exploratory learning. It was a bargain and I 
looked good. 





Follow Your Passion 


I was fed up with the focus on exams and 
attendance and not on real learning. I had to do 
something about this. So I decided to take a gap 
year from my college education in 2013. I started 
thinking about the various projects I wanted to 
work on in this period. How I would continue my 


education in this period? I decided to google 
some ideas and here are some insights. 


The birth of a baby giraffe is an interesting event 
to observe. A baby giraffe is thrown on the 
ground from its mother’s womb. Now you would 
expect a mother to caress the giraffe, but then 
the mother giraffe starts kicking the baby giraffe 
pushing it to start walking quickly. If the baby 
giraffe does not learn to stand on its own feet 
immediately, the bigger animals in the wild will 
eat it. 


Now you compare this scenario to what happens 
during the birth of a human baby. The baby 
spends the first four or five years just exploring 
the world around it. Then kinder garden starts 
followed by primary, secondary and higher 
secondary school. This takes about 18 years on 
an average in most countries. 





For some reason this human baby is put into a 
situation where you are encouraged to do exactly 
what everyone else is doing. The baby comes 
into the world with no judgments and for the 
first four or five years of its life, experiences life 
moment to moment. 


Then a young student starts schooling and then 
because of the pressure of the system around 
him, the student will start putting less value on 
his or her own unique individuality and personal 
development. There are exceptions of 
institutions promoting individual creativity. But 
these are very few. 


But the student will find a way to do something 
they genuinely like doing. Even if it means using 
the final three-four hours of the day to work on 
their interest. He will then approach an adult or 
friend telling them about this particular interest 
of theirs. 


Before even considering the possibilities of this 
child doing something brilliant in a field he is 
naturally passionate about, the students are told 
to not think about these different paths. You 
must first focus on graduating from high 
school, getting into a good college, finishing 
your masters and PhD. The you must get a 
good job, work for twenty - thirty years, get 


married, have kids. When you are sixty, tired 
and about to retire you can take up your 
passion. Then you can do what you want. 





This really troubled me because it was my 
personal belief that if a person is allowed to do 
something they are genuinely passionate about, 
then they tend to put their heart and soul into 
doing it really well. Failure often does not deter 
them because they are not doing it for the 
external rewards; they are doing it because they 
genuinely enjoy the process of being involved in 
that particular activity. 


The money and great life is a by-product of 
the value they create doing the work they 
love. But for some reason, society was shaped in 
such a way that you could get away doing 
something reasonably well, and _ providing 
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average service so that you end up leading a 
life that was defined for you by somebody 
else. 


Maybe everyone in your peer group, wanted to 
become doctors. So you decide to become one as 
well, even though you do not have the slightest 
interest in this particular field. You are smart 
enough to get through the exams at college so 
you do get through them. Then you get placed at 
a good company and everything is supposed to 
be going great. But then you feel empty deep 
within. This job is not fulfilling. Yes I am 
getting paid well, my family is being covered, 
vacation time, housing and transport allowance 
and more. But this job is just not me. 


We are disappointed because growing up we 
were always told that if we took this path, of 
doing what was considered necessary and safe, 
we would be happy. Then why are we unhappy 
at that stage of our life? 


Because we never bothered to look within and 
ask ourselves what we really wanted to do? We 
were so focused on what everybody else was 
doing that we forgot the most important 
thing. That we have a story too and it matters 
to us. 


Questions we ask during a Mid-Life Crisis 


Why did I never ask myself what I wanted to do? 
What if used my free time after school and 
college to work on my passion? 

Why did I not question what I was doing in this 
system? 


Now just because everybody else thinks it is 
the right thing to do, it does not have to be 
the right thing to do. We are often lost in the 
comfort of the herd mentality. We are actually 
putting ourselves into an even more insecure 
position by assuring ourselves that if we 
follow the crowd we will be safe and taken 
care off. 


The problem with this assumption is that we are 
losing out on a wonderful gift. Our unique 
individual stories. By confirming to what 
everyone else is doing around us, we lose out on 
the chance to design our own lives. 


A life that we will look at one day and say ‘Wow! 
At least I am doing something I love.’ 


Let us discuss this further and Learn 
Together. 


Tweet @AbhishekShetty_ 


Website - www.abhishekshetty.com 
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Part III: 


Solutions 


Where the 44 is without 3th 
And the 8% is held Ss, 
Where YItcld are spotiessly clean, 


Where little -aTe and the elderly are 
given the respect they deserve, 


Where there are no fl@rfta or power 


cuts & the internet comes 


with neutrality @ the speed of vst, 
To reach that land of amsiret.. 


Let us work! 
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Lights! 


In August 2007, I landed at the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, Delhi and after a long wait 
to get my bags, I was received by my cousin 
brothers who took me to their home through the 
gallis of the city. As we drove away, my eyes fell 
on a giant billboard just outside the terminal 
that said - India: where no life is ordinary. 


India makes you think. 
India makes you scream in desperation. 
India also makes you smile.. from the heart. 


Here I was, doling out chocolates and electronics 
to my brothers while they served me chai and 
samosas, eager to listen to stories from the great 
west as I was on a vacation from Canada to 
attend a school friend's wedding. 


I was looking at my country with a new 
perspective and although my encounter with 
Canada's education system would come 
sometime after this, I was already aware that 
there could not be one set of solutions that 
would work for everybody on the ground in real 
life. 


If we are to deliver on the notion that every 
Indian citizen's life is extraordinary then we have 


to consider the rationale of the thought process 
behind those solutions. The challenge of 
educating youth in the 21st Century lies in 
applying the correct consciousness. That 
consciousness must necessarily incorporate a 
worldview to which the youth can relate. A 
middle-aged teacher who grew up with limited 
access to information must re-frame everything 
in terms of the current environment where 
information is abundant but making sense of 
that information is something that is possible 
only with the wisdom that comes from 
experience. 


Moreover, the culture that surrounds us in 
everyday life imposes its own set of beliefs that is 
like the operating system of our mind. Many of 
the solutions now possible with the use of 
technology require us to fundamentally re- 
examine our underlying beliefs. 


Changing belief(s) is a long drawn affair and it 
is only accomplished one person at a time. The 
demands and expectations of the millennial 
generation are completely different from what we 
have experienced only a few decades ago. This is 
the age of ubiquitous access to data, (not 
information!) where we cannot naively apply the 
printed-world logic. There are a few things to 
consider, analyze, evaluate, understand and 
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apply to the unfolding world of instantaneous 
digital communication. 


Here, we offer some clues that my assist you in 
the process. 


: (*_*) ; 


AAS Aleta WIA Ceca BF rovers 
@P ceredellum , ; 
oO limbic a) integrated 


Among the many learning experiences that I 
have gathered, not all of them are certified but 
the insights that I gained are no less valuable. In 
fact, it is learning that was engaged solely for the 
purposes of gaining a certificate that seem 
worthless today. I remember very little of what I 
learnt at the three year Bachelor of Commerce 
which earned me a certificate from the North- 
Eastern Hill University. It worked for my college 
buddy who went on to get a_ professional 
certification in Accountancy which comes with 
many hours of apprenticeship. 


Most students from a middle class background 
in any country necessarily pursue some 
education with the basic intention of earning a 
reasonable livelihood. That can be accomplished 


in far less time and resources than a three or 
four year degree. There is a need to clarify the 
intent behind a course of learning as there are 
many more options available today. Options that 
require very little training and the work requires 
doing practically nothing! 


One such option is a security guard manning 
hotel entrances, residential complexes, airports 
and such. All you have to do is don the uniform, 
show up at the required hour and maintain a 
friendly demeanor. Babysitting, housekeeping 
functions at star hotels and garbage disposal are 
services that someone has to perform and they 
are no less important than — software 
programming or designing a building. The 
simple reason why these are not rated as highly 
is because society 
perceives them to 
be less meaningful 
and somehow 
discounts the 
“value” of the 
person who does 
this work. 


Many a time, I 
have observed 
construction 

workers with 





safety harnesses and helmets at work in hi-rise 
buildings, often wondering how they manage to 
do so?!! Their work is perhaps more challenging 
than the tasks performed from swivel chairs in 
glass cubicles and the only reason why they are 
paid less is they have not understood that they 
are not dispensable either. 


We CANNOT call ourselves civilized or evolved as 
a society until we ensure minimum wages and 
basic human rights for all. Those are the 
fundamental pillars on which we have to impart 
critical thinking and literacy for health, wealth 
and emotional balance. 


To understand the following you will require a 
Mind Shift and some imagineering.. 


It is the year 2125 and my great grandchild is a 
little bored, waiting for his turn at the 
community Learning Gym where he has decided 
to take his board certification, finally. 


His parents are concerned because he has 
already spent the mandatory 15 years of 
schooling and emerged a very successful voice- 
over artist with his own studio from where he 
speaks about various texts translated from other 
languages. He fluently speaks 5 languages and 
learning 2 more. He has been thinking of 
incorporating the wisdom in other international 


languages for which he would’ employ 
interpreters from other countries which would 
require more investment but funds are not 
forthcoming because he is yet to be declared as 
"educated." Hence the certification. 


His mother has made sure that he was 
completely focused and kept strict watch over 
his online activities so he could prepare for the 3 
hour exam where he was to be tested on all 
major components of learning. They are as 
follows: 


General Studies - Languages - Math - 
Contemporary Issues - Conflict Resolution - Arts 
and a seventh one which is chosen from a list of 
options depending on the various career choices 
available to youth after Level I certification. 


His Learning Records are impressive with several 
accolades displayed in his online dossier. These 
include work in a fast food outlet and manning 
the emergency response hotline at a hospital. 
The exam that he is about to take will 
incorporate audio and video and his responses 
will be recorded, analyzed and a select group of 
experts will give their opinions. His parents and 
friends are looking forward to their hero making 
waves on the electromagnetic planetary grid that 
surrounds the lower layers of the atmosphere, 
otherwise known as the Internet. 
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The above account would be very similar to what 
I was told at the Simova course in Futuristics.. 


Our education system has to reflect, not only self- 
knowledge but also local wisdom and adapt itself 
to global realities. So, because of pressures of an 
overloaded system, unwieldy numbers of aspiring 
students, because of enlightenment dawning on 
the minds of authorities and governments, new 
skill sets and attitudes needed because of 
societal and market forces and because of new 
technologies, education will be disengaged from 
centralized authorities. The administration and 
delivery of education will become diffused. The 
study of prescribed texts and examinations based 
on such study will be a thing of an unimaginative 
and cruel past. Learn as and when needed will 
be the norm on the lines of just in time inventory 
management. Flexible and modular courses will 
enable students to design their own educational 
programs with the help of counselors and 
mentors. Generic gradation, concepts like 
Secondary, Pre-University and Degree will have 
become obsolete. Distance learning through 
portable and wireless e-books, the Internet, 
expert systems and interactive television will be 
the standard default system. Today's school and 
college buildings will serve as_ educational 
complexes where face-to-face counseling, group 
discussions, seminars and contact programs can 


be conducted. Continuing education and lifelong 
learning will be a major domain of education. 
Students will work and earn when they are 
sixteen and keep educating themselves as and 
when needed. 


Because most people will be taking courses 
lifelong, they will need to know how to learn. 
Education itself will be a skill that virtually 
everyone will need. All of these changes, lifelong 
education, international education, new emphasis 
on how to think and how to learn, a new 
individualism will put pressure on the public 
education as we know it today. Today's 
monolithic educational system will have to be 
diffused throughout society. Most citizens will 
never really graduate, returning again and again 
for classes and courses throughout their lives. 
Much of that education will be provided by their 
employers. Tomorrow's student will have a 
smorgasbord of educational choices.. and we 
already see these have emerged with Coursera, 
Udemy and MOOCs. (Massive Open Online 
Courses) 


In case you were wondering what was stated in 
Hindi earlier.. it was “separate learning from 
testing” as we can learn a whole lot more than 
what we can assess and certify. And if you are 
still curious, Google “brain-based learning” and 
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Our dilemma with what is right versus what is 
possible can be attributed to the legacy of a 
colonial past. 


With our exposure to the British education system 
and the reading of western thought we have 
accepted western rationalism or logical thinking 
as the ultimate and absolute standard of our 
intellectual existence. We do not seem to be 
conscious of the limitations of the scientific 
method and western rationalism. 


So, when India eventually becomes a significant 
economic power, things Indian will begin to 
acquire some kind of glamor. For instance, 


because Japan was economically powerful, 
understanding the cultural nuances and _ the 
psyche of the Japanese became important even in 
the US. To begin with, Indians will begin to look 
at themselves through their own eyes and slowly 
shed the colonial complex that we are afflicted 
with. 


The “complex” that we have acquired is clearly 
seen in the use of phrases such as “iss se sasta 
aur kahan” and “aaj aap kya banaoge?” Such 
examples completely baffle the english speaking 
folks who probably wonder at the strange 
semantics. 


| was travelling on 4 train out of Delhi once and a 
young girl dropped her ice crea on thecariage floor. 
Her mother tumned round and reminded her of what 
she evidently thougtt was an appropriate English word: 
"Say ‘shit!” Say ‘stit'l" she said strictly, (BBC news} 


Aas patat kee! 





Indian philosophy has a unique ability to 

reconcile the most radical opposites. It is this 

ability that marked the establishment of the first 

human city -— Auroville near Pondicherry in 

1974. Any citizen from any country can come to 
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Auroville and stay here forever under a special 
visa granted by the Indian constitution. Not 
unlike but very similar to the American charter 
of rights that promotes egalitarian values among 
human beings. 


The question of what is moral versus what is 
spiritual is confounded by the fact that we are 
only now beginning to understand the spiritual 
dimension of human being. If our understanding 
of the human mind is confined to a narrow 
range of abilities to which society accords 
recognition, then only a rare few can claim to 
have had a “spiritual” experience. Spiritual 
experience(s) cannot be confined to any standard 
as they are subjective and native to the person 
who has the experience. Many people experience 
“peak moments” in life without knowing that 
they are essentially spiritual in character. 


The following table seeks to shed some light on 
the two.. 







_ Experience 


“Action is performed Action is initiated 
for others within 





_ by tradition -character 









Can be left to 
_choice.. 







Impossible to 





_ignore.. 





climate and about the human 


| geography condition 





Tends to curb Promotes artistic 


_expression.. _vision.. 







_ Expression of a 
“society” 






“inner voice” 


Routine action A profound 
| performed | realization that is 

| unconsciously, | usually followed by 
| usually enacted | a dramatic change 


| through culture in lifestyle 





Promises salvation Is the salvation 


Let us take another example. Every day more 
than 100,000 flights take off and land in 
airports around the world. Most of them can be 
tracked on flightradar24.com. While boarding, 
each and every passenger on those flights was 
frisked for locating some malicious intent in 
their minds. I always smile at airport security 
personnel when they do so and chat them up to 
break the routine of their otherwise tedious job. 
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Surely there is a better way to screen a 
passenger for malicious intent?? In fact, we can 
implement a simple application that can 
automatically track the intent of my online 
interactions and declare me safe and not a 
threat to society! 


In a similar manner, since we can pin-point the 
location of every human being on the planet 
based on his/her mobile phone, is it morally 
correct to subject a person to repeated security 
checks at airports, malls and other crowded 
spaces simply on the assumption that they may 
destroy public property? 


Perhaps it is the lack of spiritual insight that 
drives human beings to do things that are 
immoral. Perhaps we require more research 
about human (spiritual) identity, how it is 
formed, what it involves, data that is not subject 
to what a person thinks or believes. 


In order to establish if a particular identity is 
benign, a system has to know who the name ofa 
person refers to on the basis of some bio-metric 
information. Based on the same, the speech and 
action of the entity can be easily recorded to find 
out the intent. 


In reality, the most malicious intent is the one 
that refuses to declare it in the first place! My 


great, great, great grandson surely does not live 
in such ambiguity. Police verification would be 
obsolete by then since data related to location 
and identity would be more or less completely 
public. It is only in entertainment that identity 
would be allowed to be ambiguous so as to 
enable the drama that human beings enjoy. 


The reason why we are unable to establish a 
clear difference between spirituality and morality 
is because of the inherent ambiguity of the 
individual person itself. We still do not know for 
sure “where” that individuality lies, how it is 
conceived and how it evolves and changes over a 
period of time. 


: Ce) 
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Learn by Doing 


T i V | h i S | Lift your right foot 


and make circles 
clockwise 


While doing that 
draw the number 6 
in the air with your 

right hand 


it is pre-programmed 
in your Drain! 


Your foot will 
change direction 
and there is nothing 
You can do about it! 





If you did the above exercise, it is unlikely that 
you would ever forget this, simply because You 
INVOLVED your brain and actually did it for 
yourself. That is how we really learn. Simply 
reading information and regurgitating it in a 
quiz DOES NOT imply in any manner that you 
have understood the matter. 


The solution(s) that we propose necessarily 
include the performance of certain tasks before 
they can become effective. 


; (24) . 


The Z Axis 


My teacher at the International Academy for 
Creative Teaching often said.. “Creativity is 
about making complex things simple..” 


If we have to debate and decide upon creating a 
system that would enable all learners to succeed 
it would take years and unlimited effort. Yet, if 
we acknowledge the individual dimension of 
learning and put the young learner in the 
middle, the work is not that difficult! 


Education is a profession where emotional 
intelligence is perhaps more important. The idea 
is to let go and allow the natural brilliance of 
the person to emerge. 
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The Operating System matters! 


Most people use computers on only one 
operating system by habit. Yet, it would be 
obvious to any user that there are many 
alternatives to Windows especially in the field of 
education. 


Learning computers should involve different 
operating systems in order to enable a proper 
understanding of information systems. 


A simple example of accessing the control panel 
for making changes to different settings will 
suffice to show that better alternatives are 
definitely available. 


Windows: Start > Control Panel > Options 


There is considerable scope for improvement in 
Windows as the available options require a lot of 
searching for the correct item to make changes. 
E.g, there is no direct link to change the desktop 
background in Windows 7. In earlier versions 
one could right-click to the menu that offered 
the item. 


Ubuntu provides a toolbar to access frequently 
used applications on the home screen itself. 


Which screen looks more easy to use? 


See for yourself! 


im eset ow o.| 
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The vast majority of 
SECURITY viruses target systems 
running Microsoft 

[ large market share of 

desktop users. The 

a diversity of software 
@ systems on a network 

malware. Open-source 

operating systems allow users to choose from a variety of 
desktop environments, packaging tools, etc which means 
that malicious code targeting any one of these systems will 
running the same set of applications, enabling viruses to 
rapidly spread amongst Windows systems by targeting the 
same exploits on large numbers of hosts. Theoretically, 
other operating systems are also susceptible to viruses, 
due to much more robust security architectures and the 
diversity of the applications running on them. While Linux 
(and Unix in general) has always natively prevented 
normal users from making changes to the operating 
are generally not prevented from making these changes, 
meaning that viruses can easily gain control of the entire 
system on Windows hosts. This difference has continued 
partly due to the widespread use of administrator 


Windows because of its 

limits the destructive 

ALERT potential of viruses and 

only affect a subset of all users. Many Windows users are 

but in practice these are extremely rare or non-existent, 

system environment without permission, Windows users 
accounts in contemporary versions like XP. 


(Source: http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_virus) 
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“If you want to learn 
how to swim, 
jump into the water. 
On dry land 
no frame of mind 
is ever going to help You.” 


~ Bruce Lee 
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Einstein said imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Yet, the actual word imagination is 
rarely found in public discourse and _ policy. 
Children enter school just brimming with 
imagination. They’re masters of make believe and 
visualization, honed over five years of preschool 
play. This essential cognitive faculty is then 
benignly neglected institutionally for the next 
decade. By comparison, reason is explicitly and 
assiduously cultivated. Reading, writing, and 
arithmetic all require mastery of reasoning skills. 
Where imagination is most directly encouraged in 
arts education. Problematically, this is 
unavailable in most schools. Moreover, the 
imagination has wider application beyond the 
arts. 


Yet, despite all constraints, youth ply their 
imaginations in myriad ways — directly through 
media such as poems, stories, graphic comics, 
music, painting, photography and video, and 


indirectly through activities like volunteering, 
special science or enterprise projects, and sports. 


Part of the challenge is that cultivating 
imagination requires a_ different frame of 
reference, language, and tools than those used 
for reason. As things stand, students are 
generally conditioned to think in terms of ‘right’ 
answers and ‘wrong’ ones. However, to be 
imaginative is to ask ‘what if?’ and ‘why not?’ It 
is to picture and express what doesn’t fully exist. 
Students, afraid of being wrong or sounding 
foolish, become stifled. Most, therefore, graduate 
with a diminished faith in their own capacity and 
little understanding of its true worth. The 
community and workforce are poorer for it too. 
There are deep reasons why the imagination has 
been so devalued and even feared through most 
of Western history. This is changing. We are 
awakening globally to the realization of just how 
crucial imagination is to knowledge creation, 
innovation, and in mediating our very lives. 


Imagineering 


There’s a growing interdisciplinary body of 

research and practice regarding the use of such 

imaginative activity in health science, sports 

psychology, social psychology, organizational 

management, community development, and the 

military. In medicine, for example, “the power of 
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positive imagery is not just some popular illusion 
or wish but is arguably a key factor in every 
action. The medical profession now accepts, as 
genuine, the fact that anywhere from one-third to 
two-thirds of all patients will show marked 
physiological and emotional improvement in 
symptoms simply by believing they are given an 
effective treatment”. In sports, for example, 
“comments from numerous athletes, including 
Olympians and professionals, are similar. 


Most athletes say that they can actually feel the 
muscle twinges associated with their actions as 
they imagine themselves executing a dive, a jump 
in skating, a service in tennis, and a variety of 
other skills. 


Although physical practice is superior to mental 
practice of a motor skill, mental practice produces 
superior learning compared with no practice at 
all, and the combination of mental and physical 
practice appears to be maximally effective for 
honing skills and making progress”. Simulation 
games are also extensively used for training in 
medicine, disaster relief, the military, and other 
high-risk, high stake work. These are designed to 
engage the imagination in what is called serious 
play. Commercial pilots, for example, are 
strapped into a box that replicates the inside of a 
cockpit and every concewable flying condition. 


Half a century ago, Walt Disney dubbed the 
process for creating his automated multimedia 
animations imagineering. This was an ingenious 
melding of two terms, imagination and 
engineering. A blueprint is a good example of 
imagineering. It depicts something that does not 
yet exist, such as a new art museum. Moreover, it 
does so in precise detail, in three dimensions, to 
scale, and from various perspectives. A blueprint 
provides the builder with an accurate guide for 
making the imaginary real, step-by-step, stage- 
by-stage. In its expanded definition, imagineering 
is what people do when they envision something 
new, better, different and then bring it to life. This 
may be done individually or in _ groups. 
Imagineering makes extensive use of picture 
making, _ storytelling, play, and games. 
Interestingly, these are all the classic tools of 
untrammeled childhood imaginative activity. 


~ Howard B. Esbin, PhD. 
Heliotrope, founder & director 
www.heliotrope.ca 
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The following article appeared in Deccan 
Herald just when I was compiling some 
material for writing an earlier chapter. The 
information is completely pertinent which is 
why we are reproducing it here in full. 


Sensory skills for effective learning 


Students use a variety of learning methods. 

Most of them fall roughly under three categories — 
visual, auditory and kinesthetic. 

Sonia P Thomas gives a lowdown on some of the 
classic traits of these divisions 


Good study skills being the mantra of academic 
success, parents and teachers have a unique 
role in assisting students to be _ proficient 
learners by prioritizing tasks of relevance. 
Having been proven that high-level achieving 
students have better learning techniques, 
guardians and educators cannot shy away from 
guiding the wards to identify their significant 
areas of interest and acquire necessary skills of 
accomplishment. 


What is important in determining success in a 
school environment is the kind of learning 
habits students possess and the nurturing of 
those habits in the classroom environment. 
Suitable study skills and habits are essential for 
encoding information and knowledge, and 
retrieving the same at the right moment. Study 
skills include obtaining information, encoding 
appropriate responses to the accessible 
information, situating the required material, 
planning and organizing activities efficiently, 
amalgamating information to create meaningful 
responses, and recalling information when 
needed. 

In other words, study skills and habits are 
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necessary for understanding and _ retrieving 
information. They link comprehension and 
memorization. This is why students’ with 
appropriate study skills and habits have efficient 
learning and easier retrieval aptitude than 
students who have not identified their personal 
study skills. 


Intelligence vs Learning Styles 

Psychologists Howard Gardner and JP Guilford 
have introduced different kinds of intelligence 
based on the idea of different learning styles. 
Their great work has laid a solid foundation for 
understanding individual differences in learning 
styles among students. However, it is an 
intimidating task to remember all _ the 
components of intelligence and learning styles in 
a classroom. Therefore, it can be classified into 
three basic modes such as visual learning, 
auditory learning and kinesthetic learning. 


Every student has his own mode of learning. 
Students with high visual capacities may have 
difficulties listening to a teacher for long hours. 
Similarly, students who are high in auditory 
skills may not enjoy visual learning process in 
the class without audio support. 


Remembering the modes of learning and the 
uniqueness of each student is one of the biggest 
challenges for the teachers today. This is not 
only important for efficient learning, but also for 
the teachers to understand the learning pace 
and style of every student. Here is a lowdown on 


the three main styles of learning: 


Visual Learners 

A student, who is a visual learner can learn best 
by looking at information through written words, 
actual pictures or the real scene of the learning 
materials. Some of the unique features of visual 
learning students are the following: 


mu They usually read fast and get the content by 
reading and viewing a presentation. They are 
known as strong readers. 

mu They love reading by themselves rather than 
listening to someone. 

w Holistic, rather than detail-oriented approach 
suits them. 

mw They learn by studying maps and figure out 
the location and don’t depend on directions 
given to them. 

mw Their major focus is on thoughts and may 
miss layout necessities such as punctuation, 
grammar, spelling, and language rules. 

m= They sketch while listening in the class and 
they are better artists than orators. 

mw The qualities of imagination and visualization 
are higher in them. 

w Visual learners may appear to be disinterested 
in the class, while they actively register 
complicated concepts in visual file folders. 

mu They may be easily frustrated with writing 
assignments. 

mw Their problem solving capacity is superior than 
others. 
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Most of the visual learning students are 
divergent thinkers. They are also hypersensitive 
and vulnerable to corrections. 


Auditory Learners 

The strongest learning mode for any auditory 
learner is hearing which is a significant aspect of 
the development of linguistic competence. This 
might be one of the reasons that when children 
suffer hearing loss in early developmental 
stages, they often deal with language delay and 
struggle with auditory comprehension. An 
auditory learning student is one who best learns 
by listening. Such students enjoy learning when 
they listen to classroom lectures and group 
discussions. Good auditory learners tend to: 


= call someone via phone instead of any written 
communication. 

m love music over visual arts. 

m get distracted by noise easily. 

m™ remember what they hear better than what 
they see. 

m acquire information by listening rather than 
viewing. 

m express themselves by talking rather than 
writing. 

mw learn in succession, are rapid processors, and 
think in words. 

= follow complex sets of oral directions, and even 
rote information, such as the multiplication 
tables. 

m be orally assertive. 

= demonstrate their work easily because they 


store information in a series of steps that they 
can retrieve easily. 

In all, auditory learners are generally seen to be 
high achievers in academic subjects. 


Kinesthetic Learners 

A student, who is a kinesthetic or a tactile 
learner will learn by implementing the concepts 
physically. These type of students will best 
benefit from experiential learning. They tend to 
do well at projects and field studies. Some of 
their classic traits are: 


mw They are usually slow in writing and reading 
compared to the other two types of learners. 

mu They use postures and gestures very often. 

mw They prefer the practical part in learning 
rather than listening or seeing. 

m= They don’t enjoy sitting long hours in 
classroom. Rather, they benefit learning through 
exploration, which is not a modality of our 
school curriculum. 

= They memorize things when they are 
physically active (such as walking while 
reading). 

= They understand materials better when they 
are role played or acted out. 


Various research studies indicate that each 
student has a preferred way of learning. But 
these three modalities of learning are 
distributed, roughly, in equal measures. Yet, our 
education system always favours the visual and 
auditory learners and actively discourages the 
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kinesthetic learners. 

Teachers discourage and discard the kinesthetic 
learner for their constant questioning. Visual 
students who are good at map reading, mazes, 
information of mechanics, and puzzles are also 
not encouraged much, although they are 
essential for high levels of creative discovery in 
adult life. The universal fact is that all three 
styles of learning are equally important. 
Educators can make their teaching more 
effective by identifying the learning styles of the 
students and training them in those styles. Only 
then can students attain high levels of academic 
excellence. 


~ Deccan Herald, Dec 2014 
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Action..!! 


There is a crisis in Education. Our children 
faithfully go to school - an institution that was 
developed in the 20th century while we are 
surrounded by the amazing technology of the 
21st Century. When you go to work, do you take 
all your text books (sources of information) with 
you? So why do we expect our children to carry 
heavy bags of prescribed text books when 
information is so readily available? 


The internet is no longer a luxury but a 
necessity, but when will every classroom have 
access to internet in India? 


The issue is ironic and the logic of the rationale 
is faulty. We do not want children to make 
mistakes.. then how will they learn? If a teacher 
can be replaced by technology, such a teacher 
should be replaced because the computer would 
do a better job. Obviously, there is something 
that the teacher can do which technology 
cannot. We _ desperately need more _ such 
teachers. 


It is an established fact that the Indian parent 
struggles to let go. They smother the young with 
affection in the name of culture and religion. 
Love? What love? That word and all that it 
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connotes has nothing to do with marriage that 
can be arranged for a fee by shaadi.com — and 
the resultant lack of "inspired" compassion in 
our classrooms is plain to see! 


Our experience is no different from.. "the history 
of teaching in America has been troubled by rigid 
hierarchies and absurd power plays that do little 
to benefit teaching and learning. Troubled by out- 
of-whack supply and demand systems. By faulty 
public perceptions of what it means to be "just a 
teacher." By damaging cultural pressures for 
teachers to stay "in the box" and close their 
classroom doors." 


(http: / /teachingquality.org/ about) 


We did not write this book as an erudite 
demonstration of our insight into pedagogy. We 
wrote this book because we want to do 
something to change the status-quo and we 
desperately felt the need to explain the rationale 
of the Learning solutions that we propose. 


Vv It is VERY simple 


Vv It is based on the thought-process that a 
teacher must have, something that can be 
taught digitally 


¥v It depends largely on the intent of the person 
concerned 


Ye) (=) 


Financial Literacy 


Media Literacy 


CommunityS olutions 





Vv It is about going to the bottom of the social 
pyramid 


Vv It is about self-organizing learning 
environments. 


Vv It is about Financial literacy because 
education/learning for the vast majority is about 
earning a decent livelihood. 


Vv It is about Media literacy also because the 
“programmers” behind the screens know that 
people rarely check for authenticity behind the 
dazzle of presented facts. 


Vv It is about creating communities around 

issues that people face. Whole-system change 

can only happen when a self-selected group of 
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individuals commits to assimilating ideas and 
implement them within the context of their own 
social and political landscape. What we need is a 
radical transformation of the education system 
based on the complementary roles of home, 
community and school. 


WHY go to School.. 
when ALL learning 


is coming in devices 
such as these..??? 





A report by Infosys explicitly says.. "as computer 
technology progresses further, virtually 
everything, from the coffee mug to the human 
body, can be embedded with a chip or sensor 
that will record, store and provide data while 
integrating with other devices and networks in 
real time." 


And again, Lawrence Lessig mentions in the 
Future of Ideas.. “Digital technologies create and 
replicate reality much more efficiently than non- 
digital technology does. This will mean a world of 


Today’s Tomorrow’s 
Literate Literate 
Person Person 


; Work in 
Write a virtual 


An e-mail community 


Make Make 
a PowerPoint a video 


Write a Write a 
blog post program 





“everything around you that you call life is 
made up of people who are no smarter than you, 
and YOU can change it, influence it.. You can 
build your own things that other people can use. 
It is to shake off this erroneous notion that life is 
just there and you have to live it versus to 
embrace it, improve it, make your mark upon it. 
Once you have learnt that, You will never be the 
same again.” 


~ Steve Jobs 
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It is only a matter of time before the trend 


catches on in India as well.. 


English is not phonetic.. 


My "better" half has a certain complex about her 
English although I think it is perfect. Hopefully, 
after reading this, she will understand. 


We were headed to her family home on our 
Honda Activa and baato-baato mey she asked 
me why is 's' silent in the word island. My 
familiarity with this language started in pre- 
primary while she went to a local language 
school. My mother tongue is the Sylheti dialect 
of Bengali, while her mother tongue is Marathi 
although her folks are culturally established in 
Kannada. After almost 7 years of being "family" 
English has become our language to express 
emotion as well.. 


My explanation did not convince her so I 
stopped the scooter and drew "o" in my hand 
and asked her to say what it is. She said "circle" 
and I responded saying, I had drawn the letter 
"O." Depending on her answer, I would have said 
zero. I was trying to convey the fact that 
language is contextual and nuances are not 
always so important, because we can always 
somehow establish what we mean. It is not 
necessary to be gramatikally korrect to be able 
to karry on a working nohledj. 
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A certain joke came to mind from my school 
magazine in the 1980's: 


A man goes to the bank and says to the teller.. I 
want to encash this check-ew. The teller says its 
not check-ew but cheque.. and the man replies, 
"sorry my tong-ew slipped. Again the teller tries 
to correct him saying.. it is not tung-ew it is 
tongue, to which the man replies.. okay, okay, 
dont ARG! 


I was actually trying to explain that.. 






ENGLISH 


phonetic 


The question now arises, what could be the 
implication for TRUTH in that case? For 
corruption and manipulation of innocent 
masses, ambiguity really helps! Is that the 
reason why there is such a craze for English in 
this country?? 


When you showed me the example of Leadership 
in the MindTool app on your Android tablet, I 
immediately understood why it appealed to you. I 
am not going to quote the same _ because 
Leadership is not just about persistence and 
hardship. Leadership also involves doing certain 
things that are meant to avoid the worst-case 
scenarios, something that would be invisible to 
the general masses. 





We all get inspired by the great efforts of human 
beings, but the greatness inherent in them is 
there in all of us in equal measure. 


If your thoughts and actions are based on faith 
and conviction, YOU ARE NO LESS than Rani 
Laxmi Bai or Joan of Arc or Florence Nightingale 
or Indira Gandhi or Benazir Bhutto or Julia 
Butterfly Hill. 
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Writing this book has been a personal journey of 
one & a half years. It started with the disturbing 
news of young children being traumatized in the 
premises where our values are shaped. It led to 
a deep inquiry and a personal assessment of 
where we ourselves are with regard to our plans 
to develop our society. 


Somewhere along the way, I realized that our 
work will not end. It has just begun as we 
launch a website and app to engage a wider 
audience and go all the way to connect with our 
global peers. 


Looking forward to the next phase of our 
amazing journey! 


Be a.. 
Learning Specialist 


To know more, go to: 





http: //shikshakranti.in 





This work is not copyright but copyleft. 


It is being published under Creative Commons 
share alike license. For details please see: 


http: / /copyleft.org 


We are grateful for all the content that we have 
used to illustrate our ideas and build a case for 
the solutions that we would like to present. 


The money that we receive for this work is only 
to offset the charges for printing, publishing, 
hosting and marketing of the same. 


Jai Hind! 
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About Us.. 
Abhishale Shitty 


Twitter @AbhishekShetty_ 


Abhishek is the original spark igniting the learning 
revolution across India. A young visionary with an 
extraordinary drive to spread the philosophy of 
"learning is beautiful." Abhishek is a wonderfully 
warm human being with a remarkable ability to 
connect with young people and empathize with their 
stories on learning and education. 


Abhishek is an author of two books and has played 
under-19 cricket for Bahrain where he spent a part 
of his schooling. He now works as an Educational 
Researcher and lives in Mumbai. 


Mian talile— 


Twitter @namitha29 


Namitha is a member of Gen NEXT of the sandwich 
(walkman to mp3) type. Born in Mumbai and 
schooled in Bangalore, she has earned her doctorate 
degree in inclusive education from the National 
Institute of Advanced Studies. 


A maverick but extremely resilient soul having 
bounced back from health issues that she never 
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talks about. 


She is a great CONNECTOR of people and ideas and 
determined to pave a new and inclusive path for 
learning in India. 


o 4 


yer’ 


Twitter @zafarsatyavan 


Zafar Satyavan is a beautiful human being. He is 
also a thoughtful writer, having published a semi- 
autobiographical work containing some amazing 
poetry. He is also a "Learning Specialist" with a 
dream - 'To start a Learning Revolution in India.’ 


Zafar was born in Shillong, lived, studied and worked 
in Bangalore and Toronto, Canada. Zafar's wife 
works with the Karnataka Knowledge Commission 
and they have a daughter who defies gravity. 


